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2027 SUAA Legislative Platform

The SUAA legislative platform serves as the guideline for our position on issues affecting funding for
pension and healthcare benefits for SURS participants and increased higher education funding.

Through its Board of Directors and House of Delegates, SUAA will monitor, review, and evaluate
proposed initiatives and legislation that may affect our members. SUAA will support legislation that
aligns with the Mission Statement of SUAA and will oppose initiatives deemed contrary to the best
interest of our membership base.

SUAA is prepared to take legal action in a court of law if legislation is passed that SUAA considers to
be in violation of the pension protection clause of the Illinois Constitution.

The foundation for the SUAA Legislative Platform will always be to protect and enhance retirement
and health care benefits for all past, present, and future employees, along with their beneficiaries, of
Hllinois’ public universities and community colleges.

Protecting Tier I Benefits
o Ensure benefits are protected as stated in the Illinois State Constitution.

o Ensure the full funding of the SURS Pension System.

Enhancing Tier IT Benefits
e Increase Tier I Benefits to exceed the Safe Harbor Provision.

o Increase Tier Il Benefits so they are more closely aligned with Tier I Benefits.

Healthcare Benefits

o Ensure full funding for the College Insurance Plan and oppose any reduction in coverage
provided by that plan and the withholding of any funds appropriated for payment to retirees or
providers.

*  Support legislation to ensure that all public university and community college members are
treated equitably under the State Employees Group Health Insurance Plan and College Insurance
Programs.

e Support legislation increasing choices for participants in the TRAIL health care program.

¢ Ensure meaningful state covered member advocacy/ombudsman services for employees,
retirees and survivors.

o Correct any type of inequity in cost or benefit level between college and university retirees

Providing Strong Federal and State Financial
o Increase and protect state and federal funding for Illinois’ universities and community colleges.

Federal Legislation

o Protect all aspects of the Social Security Fairness Act.
*  Oppose any new taxation on public college and university endowments.
*  Oppose any cuts to benefits to members, including cuts to Social Security and Medicare coverage




