HCAA BOARD MEETING NOTES – 10-05-26
Annual Harper College Retired Annuitant Luncheon
Harper College sponsored the Annual Harper College Retired Annuitant Luncheon in the Wojcik Dining Room on Monday, October 5, 2026. Approximately 45-50 members were in attendance. Dr. Avis Proctor, accompanied by several members of the Executive Board, joined the retirees for lunch. Following lunch, Dr. Proctor provided a very informative update on Harper College, including highlights and achievements from the last year. Topics included:
· Construction updates: The Canning Center is scheduled to open in August of 2027. The Business and Social Science Center is scheduled to open in January of 2028.
· Aspen Prize: Harper College is again recognized as a top 25 semifinalist and a multi-year contender for the Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence.
· Harper College’s Institutional Effectiveness Measures: Go to the Harper College website and check out the Institutional Effectiveness Dashboard 2026 for in-depth information.
At the conclusion of Dr. Proctor’s presentation, the HCAA Board meeting began. Much appreciation is given to Dr. Proctor, the Executive Board and Harper College for sponsoring this annual gathering and sharing of information. Thank you. 
HCAA Board Meeting – 10-05-26
Call to Order – Kathy
Meeting was called to order at 1:05 p.m. CT by Kathy Hanahan.
Highlights of Last Meeting – Linda
The HCAA Board last met on August 31, 2026. Kathy Hanahan called the meeting to order. As of August 31, 2026, HCAA had 259 members and $4395.62 in the treasury. Jaci shared that the Ravinia events were a success (HCAA had received free tickets for two events). Upcoming social outings and book club events were also noted. In the Legislative report, Michael and Linda shared that Dr. Tricia Elliott will replace Bill Kelley on the Harper College Board of Trustees. The full Legislative report can be found on the HCAA website – myhcaa.com. Michele reported that she sent out two monthly newsletters. Sam reported that the website receives constant clicks and views of 200 to 250 views per month. The Board voted to hold the Annual Luncheon meeting on Monday, October 5, 2026. Kathy plans to attend the SUAA Fall meeting which will be held online this year on Thursday, October 22, 2026 at 10:30CT. Linda will join her for this event. The next HCAA Board meeting will be held on Monday, October 26, 2026.
Membership report – Hazel
Hazel reported that HCAA has 260 members. Hazel asked attendees to help increase the membership numbers by reaching out to fellow retirees and encouraging them to join HCAA.
Treasurer’s Report – Sharon
Sharon reported a current balance of $4217.62 in the treasury. The only recent expense was $178.00 to Jaci Carroll for a Ravinia ‘glitch.’
Social Report – Jaci and Sam
Jaci asked for someone to step up to serve as back up on the Social Committee. She also asked for ideas for activities people would like to participate in with fellow HCAA retirees.
Upcoming activities include: 
· Book Club via zoom on October 7th at 3:00pm. Book is How to Read a Book by Monica Wood.
· Anna’s Red Apple Outing on October 21st at 11:00am.
· Informal HCAA Gathering at MOTW Coffee immediately following the 2:00 pm performance of The Doll’s House on November 22, 2026 at the Drama Lab Theatre (Room L109) at Harper College.
Legislative Report – Michael and Linda
Michael encouraged everyone to vote on November 3, 2026, if not before.
Important Dates
10/6/26	Voter registration closes for deputy registrars and local election officials
10/18/26	Last day to register to vote by online application
10/19/26	First day of early voting
10/26/26	Last day to request a mail ballot, including military and overseas voters
11/2/26	Last day of early voting
11/3/26	Last day mail ballots can be postmarked
11/3/26 	ELECTION DAY
Become an Election Judge
Work as an Election Judge or Polling Place Technician and earn between $250 and $400. Information on how to apply is available at: 
www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/elections/work-election-day
Who is on your ballot?
The League of Women Voters provides a very informative website where you can type in your address and it identifies all the races relevant to your geographic location, as well as polling places, voter registration info, and upcoming debates in your area.
Go to: www.vote411.org
Know more about the judicial elections
The Chicago Council of Lawyers has a very informative website designed to educate voters about the judicial elections in Cook County. This non-partisan organization’s goal is to elect qualified judges. For more info, go to www.voteforjudges.org
The IL General Assembly remains on summer recess, and the Fall Veto Session begins on November 17.

The U.S. federal government is fully open and funded through December 11, 2026. Next deadline: December 12, 2026, when the new stopgap funding expires unless Congress passes full-year appropriations or another extension. Currently, the Senate is in session, and the House of Representatives is out of session and will remain adjourned until after the midterm elections.

Communications Report – Michele
Michele reported that she sent out two monthly newsletters (including two obituaries), had one (hard) bounced contact, had no unsubscribed contacts, and had an open rate of the newsletter at 43% (Bot filtering has been added to MailChimp. This filter removes fake activities and only reports human engagement).
Website Report – Sam
Sam will add information about the upcoming TRAIL MAPD enrollment period and associated local info sessions to the HCAA web site along with Health Insurance reminders.   

Old Business 
None
New Business – Kathy
Kathy recently participated in a working luncheon in the Harper College faculty/staff dining room with Kristyn and Sammie from the Foundation. HEART Day was discussed; HCAA donates $750 dollars and asks that fellow retirees match the donation. Retirees are generous and donations exceed the requested $750. The Foundation is willing to co-sponsor programming with HCAA on topics such as Medicare, insurance, what to know before retiring, etc. Volunteer opportunities and community service events are also being discussed.
Kathy asked attendees what they would like to learn more about. Suggestions from attendees included: identifying location of offices in the new buildings and offering a tour of campus as a separate event.
Next Meeting – Monday, October 26th, 2025, 3:00 pm via zoom
Meeting adjourned.


Respectfully submitted,
Linda Frank
