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The following laws went into effect on January 1, 2026:
• Prescription Drug Affordability (P.A. 104-0027): This Act prohibits pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs) or their affiliates from engaging in "spread pricing," steering covered individuals, or improperly classifying specialty drugs to limit access. Effective January 1, 2026, PBMs must remit no less than 100% of any rebates or fees received from pharmaceutical manufacturers, wholesalers, or distributors back to the insurer or health benefit plan sponsor. Furthermore, the contract between the PBM and the insurer must allow for an annual audit of these rebate and fee records. Certain public acts, such as the State Employees Group Insurance Act and the School Code, are also amended to require coverage from specified provisions of the Illinois Insurance Code.
• Managed Care and Insurance Card Requirements (P.A. 104-0379): Effective January 1, 2026, healthcare plans must provide enrollees a yearly statement of all mandated basic health care services and benefits, highlighting newly enacted State laws.  Health benefit plans offering dental coverage are now included in the plans required to issue a health care benefit information card (which can be electronic or physical). This card must disclose whether the plan is self-insured or fully funded and subject to regulation by the Department of Insurance. 
• Pension Code Amendments (P.A. 104-0284): Takes effect January 1, 2026, making various amendments to the Illinois Pension Code. Changes cover areas such as the calculation of final rate of earnings and survivors insurance benefits under the State Universities Article and adding the Joliet Regional Port District to the list of participating instrumentalities in the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund (IMRF).
• Firefighter Credit (P.A. 104-0043): Institutions of higher education are required to adopt a policy under the Act if they offer a program providing at least one course for credit hours recommended for equivalency by a national higher education association for firefighting training.  This policy must be incorporated into the institution’s credit for prior learning policies. Effective January 1, 2026.
(Source: SUAA Newsletter)
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Upcoming dates for the Illinois Legislative calendar:

Jan. 13, 2026: First Senate Meeting 
Jan. 20, 2026: First House Meeting 
Jan. 16, 2026: House/Senate - LRB Request Deadline 
Feb. 6, 2026: House/Senate - Introduction of Bills Deadline 
Feb. 18, 2026: Governor’s Budget Address 
Mar. 13, 2026: Senate - SB Substantive Committee Deadline 
Mar. 27, 2026: House - HB Substantive Committee Deadline 
Apr. 17, 2026: House/Senate - First Chamber - Third Reading Deadline 
May 8, 2026: House/Senate - Second Chamber - Substantive Committee Deadline 
May 22, 2026: House/Senate - Second Chamber - Third Reading Deadline 
May 31, 2026: Adjournment 

The 2026 Illinois primary election is scheduled for Tuesday, March 17, 2026. Currently, the Illinois State Board of Elections is weighing challenges to candidate petitions. 
 
❖  Governor’s Race: Former state senator and 2022 GOP nominee Darren Bailey announced he will 
Governor’s Race: Former state senator and 2022 GOP nominee Darren Bailey announced he will 
Governor’s Race: Former state senator and 2022 GOP nominee Darren Bailey announced he will continue his campaign for governor, less than three weeks after a helicopter crash killed his son, daughter-in-law, and two grandchildren. Gov. JB Pritzker has seeded his 2026 campaign with a $25.5 million self-deposit, setting a high barrier for potential opponents. 

❖  Harmon Case: A $9.8 million campaign finance fine against Senate Preside




Push  for  Millionaires  Tax  Amendment  for  2026  Ballot:  Former  Gov.  Pat  Quinn  is  urging 
Push for Millionaires Tax Amendment for 2026 Ballot: Former Gov. Pat Quinn is urging lawmakers to advance a constitutional amendment that would add a 3% surcharge on income 
over $1 million, arguing it could generate roughly $4.5 billion in annual revenue to fund property 
tax relief.

Record Enrollment in Illinois Higher Education: Gov. Pritzker and IBHE announced that Illinois’ public universities reached their highest enrollment in a decade, with nearly 190,000 students enrolled this fall, a 2.3% increase and the second year of growth. Gains were driven by higher freshman enrollment, more transfer students, and stronger retention, with significant increases among African American and Latino students. The administration credits years of major investments in higher education, expanded financial aid, and new initiatives like direct admissions. Community colleges also saw a 3.7% enrollment increase statewide. 

(Source: ICCTA Capitol Report newsletter)
Illinois State Senate for Dick Durbin (D) seat. As of December 5, 2025, noteworthy declared and potential candidates included the following. Click here to view all of the candidates for the seat:
· U.S. Rep. Robin Kelly (D), first elected in 2013 (Declared)
· U.S. Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D), first elected in 2016 (Declared)
· Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton (D), who took office with Gov. J.B. Pritzker (D) in 2018 (Declared)
· Former Illinois Republican Party Chair Don Tracy (R), attorney at Brown, Hay & Stephens (Declared)
· Illinois Treasurer Mike Frerichs (D), first elected in 2015 (Potential)
(Source: Ballotpedia) 



Illinois State Representative Jan Schakowsky (D) is retiring from Illinois 9th Congressional District, with several prominent contenders vying for her seat, including Evanston Mayor and former IL State Senator Daniel Biss, State Senator Laura Fine, and progressive influencer Katt Abughazaleh, forming a potentially crowded primary race. Schakowsky has endorsed Biss. 

Last minute additions (fluid news on the federal level):
On Thursday, January 8, the House passed a bill to extend health care subsidies for three years in defiance of GOP leaders. The vote may bring fresh momentum to bipartisan efforts to find a compromise on health care cost. The bill, however, has no path to enactment given that it has already been rejected by the Senate, and an election-year compromise is a long-shot. 
(Source: NY Times)
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