HCAA Board Meeting
Monday, August 11th, 2025
Notes
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 3:03pm.
Highlights of Last Meeting – Our last meeting was held on June 23, 2025. During that meeting, Sharon reported a balance of $4496.75. Hazel reported that we had 272 active members. Hazel and Kathy shared several ideas for growing our membership. Michael suggested an alternative marketing effort – identify our Chapter as ‘HCAA, Future and Current Retirees’ with a tagline of ‘We fight for your pension and benefits.’ Kathy secured an outreach table at the Marketplace event during Orientation Week on Tuesday, August 12, from 8:00am to 9:15am. Jaci reported on several successful events including Moretti’s, a Golf Outing, HCAA Book Club, James Taylor at Ravinia, and Wildberry. Michael reported on legislative issues and noted that Governor Pritzker was waiting for passage of a federal budget to determine its impact on state funds. Michele reported that she’d sent out two monthly newsletters and six obituary notices. Sam asked board members to review the HCAA website to identify sections that are out-of-date. Kathy shared thoughts about inviting Brian Soady to speak at our Annual Harper College Luncheon. Kathy also shared highlights of the SUAA Annual Business Meeting and Conference which she and Hazel attended on June 13/14, 2025. 
Treasurer’s Report – Since April 9th, our balance was $4345.05, we have had no expenses.  We have had three SUAA deposits.  On May 17th, we received a deposit of $151.70; on May 25th, $109.18; and on June 25th, $88.34.  Our current balance is $4694.27.
Membership Report – For the month of July we have 269 members; 261 active and 8 grace members.
Social Report – On August 2, HCAA members attended RAVINA - TRAIN.  It was an outstanding evening.  Reminder: If you have Ravinia tickets and have a change of plans, please contact Jaci so someone on the waiting list has an opportunity to attend.
Luncheon gathering:  Wed. August 13 at 11:30am: Peggy Kinnane's in Arlington Heights

	HCAA WEDNESDAY 3:00 PM BOOK CLUB Selections: 

October 1st:  "TILT" by Emma Pattee

December 3rd:  "Clark and Division", by Naomi Hirahara

2026:

February 4th: "First Lie Wins", by Ashley Elston



Legislative Report – 
Take-aways from “One Big Beautiful Bill Act” signed by President Trump July 4, 2025:
· Permanently extends the 2017 Trump tax cuts 
· Increases federal income tax standard deduction 
· Provides $170 billion in funding for ICE and immigration enforcement 
· $150 billion increase for defense, including administration’s “Golden Dome” 
· Cuts funds for combating climate change
· New taxes on wind and solar energy
· Cuts Medicaid by $1 trillion and rolls back Affordable Care Act – an estimated 17 million Americans will lose health care by 2034
· Increases local tax (SALT) deductions (2025 through 2028)
· No tax on tips up to $25,000 (2025 through 2028)
· No tax on overtime up to $12,500 (2025 through 2028)
· Repeals Biden-era student loan forgiveness
· Expected to increase national debt by more than 3 trillion dollars over the next 10 years
(Source: CBS Sunday Morning, July 6, 2025; The New York Times; The Washington Post; Congressional Budget Office; American Immigration Council)
· The Association of Community College Trustees overview of Education Provisions from the “One Big Beautiful Bill Act.” (The link provided includes a six-page summary).
· The Workforce Pell Grants provision expands eligibility to include high-quality, short-term training programs to help Americans develop in-demand skills and fill workforce gaps in the field of trucking.  (Source: Congresswoman Elise Stefanik press release).
· As of July 21, 2025, there were updates to the Social Security Fairness Act: Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) and Government Pension Offset (GPO). For specifics, please visit www.ssa.gov 
· In early July, the Supreme Court allowed for deep layoffs in the Education Department, thus sharply shrinking it. Trump wants to dismantle the Education Department, saying the move would allow “children and their families the opportunity to escape a system that is failing them,” but administration officials acknowledge that would require legislation because Congress created the department. Trump also intends to move the federal student loan and special needs programs out of the department. (Source: Washington Post).
· Due to the early adjournment for the summer by Congress, there were no agreements for confirmations. 
Statewide Updates 

VETO SESSION DATES
The Illinois House and Senate have released dates to convene for veto session in October. The dates include Oct. 14-16 and Oct. 28-30. 

FY 2026 BUDGET
Gov. JB Pritzker has signed the state’s Fiscal Year 2026 budget into law, after reducing the appropriations bill by $161 million due to a couple of drafting errors. He also signed the FY26 budget implementation legislation, the FY26 revenue omnibus legislation, the FY26 bond authorization legislation, the Medicaid omnibus legislation (Senate Bill 2437), modifications to the Hospital Assessment program (including provisions for the Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services to collect unpaid assessments from delinquent hospital providers  — House Bill 2771), the sunset extension omnibus legislation (SB 2437), and the legislation delaying the effective date of the Interchange Fee Prohibition Act until July 1, 2026.

Gov. Pritzker said that this is the seventh consecutive balanced budget he has signed, continuing core investments in education, health care and infrastructure. Since Pritzker took office in 2020, the state has received nine credit upgrades and built its Rainy-Day Fund to record levels. Another $161 million will be added to the fund this year, which will have $2.5 billion by next June.  
(Source: ICCTA Government Relations and Public Policy Report)
· Illinois State Senator Mark Walker is not seeking re-election. Arlington Heights Trustee Carina Santa Maria has announced she is running for that seat. No other candidates have announced plans to run.
· Democratic State Representative Nabeela Syed of Inverness will run for the Illinois Senate in 2026, setting up a legislative contest that could be one of the hottest in the Northwest suburbs. Syed likely will face off for the 26th Senate seat against Republican incumbent Darby Hills of Barrington Hills, who was appointed to the seat earlier this year. No other candidates have announced plans to run. 

Higher Ed pays off in Illinois, but economic barriers persist. In Illinois, a college degree is still the strongest pathway towards economic mobility. Students from low-income backgrounds and minority groups are significantly less likely to pursue and complete a college degree, according to the July report from the IL Workforce and Education Research Collaboration. Students from low income families are three times more likely to dropout of college than their wealthier friends. (Source: Chicago Tribune, August 11, 2025). 
Communication Report – Since our last HCAA board meeting on June 23 we have sent out:
—2 monthly (July and August) newsletters
—1 obituary notice (and one obituary notice was included in the July newsletter)

Response to the monthly newsletter continues to be positive. We regularly have close to an 80% opening rate and the click rate (clicked links) is the highest it’s ever been at close to 15%.

Facebook has a steady stream of visits and garners the most comments when event pictures are posted.  Not all visitors to the Facebook page are HCAA members which I consider to be a good thing. Perhaps they will be inspired to join HCAA!

Discussion occurred about adding another call for volunteers in the September newsletter.  It will be deferred at this time and hopefully, we can reach out to some attendees at the fall Harper luncheon. 

Website Report – For website - nothing major.
Sam is trying to make information more accessible by eliminating some graphics, which tend to fill space and cause scrolling pages down to get to important information. 
- Recent updates from members on the keeping up page was getting pushed downwards by the items on member publications. Sam will move most recent member updates to the top of the page.
- Some members send the email and phone info to be published on the keeping up page. A list of who wants their email posted will be kept and if a member is interested the information will be sent through the HCAA email list.

Old Business –
     Outreach Table at Marketplace Event 8/12/25 – duration of event has been decreased since last year, will probably only need two people to staff the table (Hazel and Kathy) (others are welcome to join us!)
New Business – 
     Annual Fall Meeting/Luncheon – Bryan Soady will address our members and answer questions from the group.  Accepting questions from our members ahead of time to send to Bryan before he arrives.
     Sharing our reports via short, printed page to be handed out to members at start of meeting.
     Election of officers --- possible need for interim president, secretary
Date for Next Meeting – October 27, 2025 will be the fall luncheon with Dr. Proctor. WebX will be available for those who cannot attend in person. No other meeting will be scheduled prior to the October luncheon.

Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 4:19pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Carole Bomba
