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We have three items of note to share with you today:

1. There has been movement on the Social Security Fairness Act which could impact more than 2.8 million hard-working Americans, including many educators, who have their Social Security Benefits reduced – or lose them entirely – due to the Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) and Government Pension Offset (GPO). The Social Security Fairness Act (S.597/H.R.82) fully repeals both the GPO and WEP.

The sponsors of this bill obtained enough signatures to trigger a floor vote on the Social Security Fairness Act which is likely to occur in late November, after the upcoming election. Fingers crossed that the two sponsors are still in office or their replacements agree on this important issue. We have never come this far with enough co-sponsors to trigger a vote being called.


2. The Tier II situation. No further discussion will happen on Tier II until next session (after Jan) when the newly elected members of the IL State Legislature are seated.  No matter who is elected, the change is deemed necessary ASAP as the number of Tier II employees ready for retirement is increasing and the shortage of teachers caused by those not entering the field or those who decide to leave early is continuing to increase.

Background on the Tier II situation: In 2010, the General Assembly created the new Tier II system (effective Jan. 1, 2011) which eliminated the practice of 3% compounded annual cost of living adjustments for retirees, raised the age for retirees to get full benefits from 62 to 67 and changed eligibility for full benefits from five years of service to 10 years. With these changes, Tier II retirees may not meet the Social Security Safe Harbor which may violate federal law.  Many of the Tier II employees are now ready to retire so this problem needs to be addressed ASAP.

3. Lastly --- VOTE, if you haven’t already done so. We all know that this is a very important election. 





