
HCAA Annual Meeting 

October 4th, 2022 

 

Present:  Carole Bomba, Linda Frank, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, Sharon Martin, Karen Chandra, Barb Anderson, 

Diane Kinn, Jaci Carroll, Michele Ukleja, Kathy Hanahan, Bonnie Henry, Michael Nejman, Steve Catlin, Bruce 

Bohrer, Ron Ally, Robert Boeke, John Clarke, Nancy Desruisseaux, Judy DIncher, Dale Ford, Bob Getz, Lester 

Hook, Pat Jen, Mary Ann Jirak, Tom Johnson, Sherrie Kirmse, Judy Marwick, Liz McKay, John Muchmore, 

Darlene Niebuhr, Helmut Publ, Carol Schweitzer, Rich Seiler, Tom Thompson, Judy Thorson, Janet Trede, 

Phil Troyer, Margaret Burbach Webb, Judy Wilson. 

 

Carole called the meeting to order at 1:48 pm, after lunch and an informative presentation by Dr. Proctor 

and the Executive Council.  The link to the presentation can be found on the HCAA website. 

Carole thanked Dr. Proctor and the Executive Council for the opportunity to meet on campus once again, 

and for the excellent lunch and presentation.  The group was impressed with the many accomplishments 

achieved and recognition awarded during the past year.  Carole also acknowledged the current and past 

HCAA Board members for their contributions to our organization. 

Secretary’s Report:  Kathy gave a few highlights from our September 12th, 2022 meeting.  We had discussed 

our membership numbers:  at that time, we had 282 active members.  We tend to hover between 280 and 

295.  We welcome new members, including Harper folks who are still working.  New social events coming 

up, in addition to our regular book club meetings, include a volunteer opportunity on November 2nd at Feed 

My Starving Children in Schaumburg, and a number of members planning to attend the November 13th 

Sunday afternoon performance of Proof in the Harper Drama Lab.  Legislative highlights included a 

discussion regarding the November 8th election, and the importance of educating ourselves on all of the 

candidates running, including the two open Illinois Supreme Court judge positions.  We also heard about an 

article put out by the Illinois Policy Council, debunking nine myths related to mail-in voting in Illinois, as well 

as a new law going into effect on January 1st, requiring all public community colleges and universities to 

designate a benefits navigator to help students in locating useful resources and assistance while in school. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Sharon noted that HCAA will once again be making a $100 donation to the Feed My 

Starving Children organization on November 2nd.  She also shared that HCAA had made a $1000 donation to 

the Hawks Care fund last year.  Our current balance is $6115.34. 

Membership Report:  Kathy included this info in the previous meeting’s highlights. 

Social Committee:  Jaci encouraged everyone to try to take advantage of some of the social activities 

offered, as it’s a great way to stay in touch with our former colleagues.  She also noted that her Social 

Committee partner, Diane Kinn, has recently moved to South Carolina, therefore, she could use some help 

from someone in the local area in planning the group’s events.  She welcomes any new ideas for outings. 

Website Report:  Karen Chandra has taken on the role of Website Master, as Judi Zaplatynsky has recently 

stepped down.  She is learning the ropes, and has already successfully posted quite a bit of new information 

on the HCAA website.  https://myhcaa.com 



Communications Report:  Carole shared that Michele Ukleja is our Communications Chair, and that she has 

been doing a great job getting the MailChimp notifications sent out, informing all of us about social events, 

the passing of colleagues, and/or important legislative/pension/insurance news. 

Legislative Report:  The following are some highlights Linda shared from the report she and Jim Edstrom 

prepared.  The full legislative report is available on the HCAA website.  https:/myhcaa.com  

 Sept. 20, 2022 --- Aetna Medicare Advantage Plan will officially be the only health insurance option 

for roughly 140,000 retired state workers for the next five or more years, after having sold the state 

on a group PPO plan that had not previously been offered in Illinois.  SUAA and CMS (Central 

Management System) will be sending out information about this, so watch your mail and email.  

Open enrollment for state retirees has been pushed back to November 1st from the usual October 

1st start date.  While your carrier for medical and prescription coverage is changing, your dental 

carrier --- Delta Dental --- and vision carrier --- EyeMed, if applicable --- will remain the same.  No 

action is required unless you want to opt out of the Aetna MAPD PPO Plan, add or remove 

dependents, or change dental/vision coverage, if applicable.  More information is available in the 

full Legislative report, posted on the HCAA website.   

 294 members of the House of Representatives have now co-signed H.R. 82, which would repeal 

WEP (Windfall Elimination Program) and GPO (Government Pension Offset).  A formal House vote 

has been requested. 

2022 General Election information --- November 8th, 2022 . . . 

Early voting begins September 29th, and runs through November 7th 

Vote by mail applications need to be completed by October 15th. 

Voter registration deadlines . . .  

 By Mail --- postmarked by October 11th 

 Online (ova.elections.il.gov) by October 23rd 

 In person at designated location on Election Day, November 8th 

Workers’ Rights Amendment --- voters will be asked to approve a proposed amendment to the Illinois 

Constitution that would establish a constitutional right for employees to organize and bargain collectively, 

specifically to negotiate “wages, hours, and working conditions, and to protect their economic welfare and 

safety at work.”  The media has shared both pros and cons on this proposal.  HCAA recommends reading 

information and views from both sides, and making up your own mind. 

BallotReady --- a handy new tool for researching elections and candidates at https://www.ballotready.org/ 

New Business:  Carole asked the group to please consider serving on the HCAA Board.  We are currently 

seeking a new President Elect, who would work with Carole during this coming year to learn the position, 

and then take on the President role next fall.  If interested, please contact her at carolehome@comcast.net 

Meeting adjourned at 2:10 pm 

Next meeting:  Monday, November 14th, 3:00 pm via Zoom 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Hanahan 

https://www.ballotready.org/

