
HCAA Board Meeting 

September 12, 2022 

Notes 

 

Present:  Carole Bomba, Linda Frank, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, Sharon Martin, Jaci Carroll, Michele Ukleja, Joni 

Rothblum, Barb Anderson, Karen Chandra, Hazel Rilki, Kathy Hanahan 

Meeting was called to order at 3:35 pm. 

Highlights of Last Meeting:  Kathy shared the following info from our July 18, 2022 meeting . . . . 

 The SUAA Annual Meeting was held in Springfield June 16th and 17th.  Linda Frank attended as our 

representative.   Highlights from the meeting were shared with us, and have been posted on the HCAA 

website.   

 Michele shared a variety of statistics on the Mail Chimp email she sends out once or twice a month to the 

approximately 263 members who are on her list.  The emails contain announcements, information on 

upcoming social events, as well as links to the obituaries of our departed colleagues. 

 The Legislative report from Jim and Linda covered a wide variety of topics, ranging from the effects that 

some key political events of late are having on campuses across the country, to the increase in MAP grant 

funding, to the effect Covid has had on community college enrollment.  As always, the full report can be 

found on our website. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Sharon informed us that after our last meeting, when we had voted to approve a check to be 

sent to Linda Frank to reimburse her for her expenses getting to the SUAA meeting, our balance had been 

$5868.16.  There have been no other expenses since then, and we had two deposits, one on July 15th for $93.38, 

and one on August 4th for $153.80, bringing our current balance to $6115.34. 

Membership Report:  A question was raised as to whether or not the email address list Harper used to invite 

people to the annual HCAA luncheon meeting on October 4th is the same email list that we have and use.  Hazel 

noted later that yes, indeed, Harper used our current email address list.  Someone had also suggested that a table 

be set up at the luncheon to recruit new members, however, Hazel afterward noted that all of the people at the 

luncheon/meeting will already be members, so having a table won’t be helpful to us. We will be sending out 

notifications to our members to make sure they know about the meeting/luncheon, as well as Dr. Proctor’s 

investiture.  Hazel informed us that at the end of July, we had 282 active members.  We need to identify a 

President Elect, and perhaps a new Member at Large, as Karen Johnstone has decided to step down from her 

position on the Board.  (Thank you for your service, Karen!).  Jaci feels that it might also be a good idea to get 

someone new, with new ideas, on the Social committee.  

Communications:  Michele is concerned about sending out too many MailChimp emails a month, as some people 

who leave our list say they are getting too many emails, or that the messages go to their spam.  We all agreed that 

the MailChimps include useful information, and look professional.  A question was raised as to whether the emails 

look like they are coming from HCAA, rather than an individual (Michele), and how to include the HCAA name 

more prominently. 

Social Committee:  Jaci will have Michele send out information about Harper’s fall theater production of Proof, by 

David Auburn.  The play revolves around a young woman named Catherine, who, following the death of her 

brilliant but unstable mathematician father, must face a difficult problem:  how much of her father’s madness or 



genius will she inherit?  The play runs from November 11th-13th, and 18th-20th.  HCAA members are planning to 

attend on the afternoon of Sunday, November 13th. 

Our next book club meeting takes place on Wednesday, October 5th, at 3:00 pm.  The selected book is The 

Midnight Library, by Matt Haig.  The following date will be Wednesday, December 7th at 3:00 pm, when we will be 

discussing In An Instant, by Suzanne Redfearn.  If interested in joining us, please contact Jaci at 847-894-4203, or 

jaci6820@yahoo.com. 

Also, Jaci has scheduled another date for us at Feed My Starving Children in Schaumburg (740 Wiley Farm Court) 

on November 2nd from 11:30-1:15.  If you’d like to join us, please let Jaci know.  The group voted to once again 

give a $100 donation to the organization on behalf of HCAA. 

Legislative Report:  Linda would like us to encourage people to vote, and make sure we’re currently registered to 

vote.  She also encourages everyone to go through the entire ballot, and to pay attention to the judges at the end 

of the ballot.  There will be two openings for the Illinois Supreme Court.  In addition, a recent retirement 

announcement for November 30th creates another vacancy which will be filled by an appointment process.  We 

can post the links to organizations that provide information on and rate the various individuals who are running as 

judges.  We can also post links on our website that help people make sure they’re registered, and to provide 

information on voting by mail, early voting locations, and how to find election day voting locations. 

From Jim’s report . . . . 

 August 18, 2022 --- Patrick Andriesen from the Illinois Policy Institute listed and debunked nine myths 

about mail-in voting in Illinois.  A few of the myths covered include the idea that criminals will ask for 

duplicate or replacement ballots and will vote multiple times, that vote-by-mail ballots are thrown out if 

they arrive after Election Day, and that vote-by-mail ballots are only included in a close race. 

 August 19, 2022 --- The Chronicle of Higher Education reported on the growth of programs across the 

country that feature “benefit navigators” who help students in applying for federal, state, and local 

assistance and resources.  Illinois passed a law in June that will require each public university and 

community college to designate a benefits navigator to assist students in this way.  The law takes place 

January 1, 2023. 

 August 30, 2022 --- The Illinois 4th District Appellate Court affirmed a lower court decision keeping the 

Amendment 1 proposal on the November ballot.  The proposed amendment would ensure the rights of 

employees to organize and bargain collectively to negotiate wages, hours, and working conditions. 

Website Report:  Karen, Linda Frank, Carole, and Kathy will be meeting on the morning of September 14th to 

update various sections of our website. 

Retirees Updates:  Due to technical issues at the start of our meeting, and Jeanne not being able to join us today, 

we decided to wait until our next regular meeting to discuss this topic. 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, October 4th, after the luncheon and President’s address (roughly 2:00 pm) 

Following Meeting:  Monday, November 14th, 3:00 pm 

Meeting adjourned at 4:30 pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Hanahan 

mailto:jaci6820@yahoo.com

