
HCAA Board Meeting 

July 18th, 2022 

Notes 

Present:  Carole Bomba, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, Jaci Carroll, Michele Ukleja, Karen Chandra, Barb 

Anderson, Jim Edstrom, Sharon Martin, Hazel Rilki, Diane Kinn, Kathy Hanahan 

Guest:  Jeanne Leininger 

Meeting was called to order at 3:11 p.m. 

Highlights of Previous Meeting:  Kathy shared a few highlights from our May 9th meeting, which 

included a brief recap of our volunteer activity at Feed My Starving Children on May 4th.  Nine people 

attended, and had fun reconnecting and working together.  Afterward, Jaci presented the organization 

with the $100 donation we had previously approved.  Also at the last meeting, we talked about the 

$46.5 billion dollar spending plan Illinois lawmakers had passed in early April, as well as a $1.8 billion 

dollar package of mostly temporary tax cuts.  The budget sets aside $12 billion for education next year, 

or 26% of the total operating budget.  The annual SUAA meeting was taking place in Springfield June 

15th-17th, and Linda Frank planned to attend as our representative.  She has provided highlights of the 

meeting, which will be posted on the website. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Sharon noted that our balance at our last meeting in May was $6197.90.  We had 

two deposits in June of $118.80 and $113.80.  Our expenses included an $18 fee for Wordpress, $120 for 

Linda’s SUAA meeting registration, $392.34 for her mileage and hotel, bringing our current balance to 

$5918.16.  Linda unfortunately also experienced an incident with her car as she was nearing Springfield, 

and had to Uber the rest of the way to the meeting.  It had been suggested that we reimburse her for 

the cost of her Uber ride, which the group unanimously approved. 

Membership Report:  Current active memberships according to SUAA at the annual meeting were 288.  

However, Hazel reports that we have 281; there are a number of people who are in their grace period, 

or have lapsed, and she plans to reach out to them to encourage them to renew. 

Communications Report:  Michele has been sending out the MailChimp newsletter for 14 months at this 

point, which represents about 19 mailings.  She provided some interesting stats about our readers.  

Currently, 263 active email addresses receive the mailings.  Between 45% to 74% of the recipients open 

the email, with the highest click rates occurring for the death notices and obituaries.  

Social Report:  Jaci reported that Diane will be moving to South Carolina at the end of August, so we 

may need to find another individual to work with Jaci on organizing our social outings.  The 

breakfast/brunch get-together at 10:30 am at Anna’s Red Apple on July 27th is coming up.  If you plan to 

attend, please let Jaci or Diane know.  Our next book club meeting is August 3rd, at 3:00, with The 

Chancellor:  The Remarkable Odyssey of Angela Merkel by Kati Marton as our chosen book.  Regarding 

the Ravinia outings, we will receive 30 tickets to the Sting concert on August 28th.  If interested, let Jaci 

or Diane know.  Tickets will be emailed to those interested on a first come, first served basis.  The Friday 

Book Review Club will have 5 meetings in the coming year – October, November, March, April, and May.  



The dues for the year are $195, which includes lunch and a speaker at each meeting.  The meetings take 

place at the Old Orchard Country Club.  Watch for more information soon in a newsletter.  Those 

interested need to sign up and pay the dues by August 30th. 

Legislative Report:  There are a number of items included in the full legislative report, which will be 

posted on the website.  A primary theme seems to be the large number of difficult issues being faced by 

politicians, by schools, and by all of us.  Here are a few of the highlights . . .  

 Enrollment at community colleges has declined over the past couple of years, not only because 

of the pandemic, but also due to the resultant shift to remote learning.  This has been a difficult 

transition for some students, especially those in certain career and technical programs.  College 

leaders are examining the breakdown in online vs. in-person learning, in order to help return 

students to the campus.  The pandemic also created the need for some students to work more 

hours to help support their families; which has also played a role in the decrease in enrollment. 

 Governor Pritzker and the General Assembly increased the budget for the MAP (Monetary Award 

Program) for low-income students by $122 million, bringing the total funding for the program to 

a historic high of approximately $601 million. 

 Around 40% of high school graduates who start at a community college are put in at least one 

developmental course, which tends to result in fewer students graduating.  Community colleges 

are addressing the issue under the provisions of the state Developmental Education Reform Act, 

which encourages them to place students in introductory college level English or math courses 

based on several possible factors. 

 Governor Pritzker signed three bills into law designed to close equity gaps and expand access to 

higher education for underrepresented students.  One example is House Bill 5464 which requires 

state public universities and community colleges to develop and implement diversity plans and 

practices. 

Website Report:  Judi, Linda, and Kathy will be meeting on Monday, July 25th, to update the website.  

After that, Judi has decided she will step down, and Karen Chandra will be taking over as the website 

master. Also, a request had come up to add some additional information about a former colleague who 

has passed on to what was provided to Harper and HCAA with the obituary notice.  A discussion ensued, 

and it was decided that we will try as much as possible to maintain consistency in how much information 

is posted on each individual, in order to honor each of our colleagues’ contributions fairly. 

Guest item:  Jeanne Leininger has gathered a list of the new home cities for approximately 50 of our 

retirees, and has suggested that it might be a nice addition to our website to help keep us up to date o 

where our former colleagues are living.  This could be helpful, especially when our members will be 

traveling to some of those areas and might want to touch base with their former colleagues.  Questions 

were raised regarding whether or not all parties on the list are OK with their home cities being listed.  

We talked about the fact that the current form on our website could be used by members to either ask 

to have their names removed from the list, or to add additional information if they desire. It was decided 

that an introductory message with a brief description of the purpose and use of the list would be 

provided by Jeanne and posted in a social events newsletter, to introduce the idea to our membership.  

The list would then get posted under the Keeping Up portion of our website. 



 

New Business:  

 Annual Fall HCAA meeting with the President:  Carole will get in touch with Jeff Julian to see if 

there is a possibility for us to once again hold the popular on-campus, in-person luncheon 

meeting (with an online option offered as well) to meet with Dr. Proctor and hear the college 

updates.  We’re hoping for a date in September. 

 Need to Recruit a President-Elect:  We’re hoping that at some point during the fall semester, we 

can recruit someone who will work with Carole this coming year as our President-Elect, and then 

step in as the new President next fall.  We discussed the need to recruit new members in 

general, and will ask for permission to have a table set up during Orientation Week to do so. 

Of interest:  Linda KK mentioned the ceremony that honored longtime Harper art student and veteran 

Bernie Bluestein, who received the Congressional Gold Medal of Honor for his role in the Ghost Army 

during World War II.  Bernie is 98 years old, and is still taking art classes at Harper.   

Meeting adjourned at 4:37 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting:  Monday, August 15th, 3:00 pm via Zoom 

 

Respectfully submitted:   

Kathy Hanahan 

 

 

 

 


