
HCAA Board Meeting  

May 9th, 2022  

Notes  

  

Present:  Carole Bomba, Michele Ukleja, Joni Rothblum, Sharon Martin, Hazel Rilki, Jaci Carroll, Linda Frank, Karen 

Chandra, Judi Zaplatynsky, Karen Johnstone, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, Kathy Hanahan  

Meeting was called to order at 2:07 p.m.  

Notes from Last Meeting:  Kathy shared a few highlights from the March 14th meeting, which included the news 

that Jim Edstrom had agreed to take on the role of Legislative Committee Chair for Michael Nejman.  We had 

talked about some highlights from Governor Pritzker’s proposed budget, which included, among other items, 

$122 million in additional funds for grants for low-income college students (MAP), and $25 million for community 

colleges to recruit and train students in the areas of health care and social assistance.  We had also talked about 

how the first Harper HEART Day had gone in February (it generally went well), and that plans were already 

underway for next year’s event.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Sharon noted that since our last meeting, we have had deposits of $128.38, $148.80, and  

$168.80.  The single expense was the $100 donation to Feed My Starving Children, bringing our current balance to 

$6,197.90.  

Membership Report:  Hazel shared that as of the end of March, we had 285 active members.  She sent out the 

new membership list with some corrected email addresses, which will hopefully fix some of the bounce-back 

messages she has received over the past months, and get some of our members back in the communication loop.  

Social Report:  Jaci shared that our trip to Feed my Starving Children on May 4th had gone well.  We had nine 

people attend --- seven HCAA members, and two friends.  The group had fun, and worked well together.  She 

noted that she had to work hard to get the nine volunteers this time.  She has not heard back yet from Ravinia 

about possible dates for HCAA outings.   Beyond our every-other-month book discussions, we will likely have 

another breakfast/lunch get-together soon, probably early June.  Other possible options for outings/events 

include another Pinot’s Palette painting date, a new option to discuss books and authors, and a walk/picnic at a 

nearby forest preserve.  

Legislative Report:  The full legislative report will be posted on the website.  A few of the highlights include the 

following . . .   

• On April 9th, 2022, Illinois lawmakers passed a $46.5 billion spending plan for the upcoming fiscal year, as 

well as a $1.8 billion dollar package of mostly-temporary tax cuts that are intended to help families 

through this period of inflation.  The budget sets aside $12 billion for education next year, which is 26% of 

the total operating budget.  This includes $2.2 billion for higher education.  

• Governor Pritzker signed HB 1167, which provides sick leave protections for vaccinated school staff for 

the 2021/2022 academic year.  It provides full pay for any day that a fully-vaccinated school employee 

misses if they are required to stay home because of a confirmed or probable case of COVID-19, if they’ve 

been in close contact with a person with a confirmed case of COVID-19, to care for a child with the virus, 

or if the building they work in is forced to close due to a COVID-19 outbreak.  



• The Social Security Fairness Act of 2021 (H.R. 82) was introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives and 

referred to the House Ways and Means Committee on 1/4/2021.  This legislation would remove the 

Government Pension Offset (GPO) and Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) in the Social Security Act,  

which reduce the amount of Social Security payments to those who receive a government pension, even if 

they worked and paid into Soc Sec a full 40 quarters.   The bill has bi-partisan support, and over 265 

cosponsors, but as it would be expensive to implement, it is not expected to move forward at this time, as 

it is an election year.  

Old Business:  Linda Frank reminded the group of the upcoming SUAA meeting in Springfield June 15th -17th.  The 

cost of registration is $120 per person, and registration runs until the end of May.  Linda and Carole may be 

attending for at least part of the meeting.  Carole will check into whether all or part of the meeting can be 

attended via Zoom.  

New Business:    

• Board and Committee Business Continuity:  Carole expressed her interest in having each HCAA Board 

task or responsibility have at least two people assigned, in the event that one person is sick or on vacation 

or for whatever reason is unavailable.  A few of the positions currently without a back-up assigned include 

the Treasurer, the Recording Secretary, the Website, and Communications (Mail Chimp).  Judi shared that 

she would like to train someone to take over the website, and that she is hoping to turn it over to the new 

person in August.  During our discussion, Linda Frank shared that her name is currently still on our 

checking account, and that she can access the funds if Sharon is unavailable, Joni Rothblum volunteered 

to fill in for Kathy if the need arises, Carole offered to learn how to do Mail Chimp to help out Michele if 

needed, and Karen Chandra volunteered to train with Judi to take on website updates.  

• Related to the website, a question regarding posting the news of the death of a member of the Harper 

community had come up, with a request for a vote.  Generally, information about the death of a 

colleague, (and their obituary, if it’s available), is posted in the In Memoriam section of our website.  The 

question related to posting a brief note on the front page of our website if the death of the person who 

has passed might be considered a news item.  A request for clarity regarding whose passing gets posted 

on the front page and whose doesn’t was shared.  A discussion ensued, and a motion was made to survey 

the HCAA Board members when a death occurs in the Harper community that might be considered a  

news item for the front page of the website.  The motion was seconded, a vote was taken, and the motion 

passed.  

Next Meeting:  Monday, July 18th, 3:00 p.m.  

Meeting adjourned at 3:07 p.m.  

  

Respectfully submitted:  

Kathy Hanahan  


