
HCAA Meeting 

March 14, 2022 

Notes 

Present:  Carole Bomba, Linda Frank, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, Jim Edstrom, Pat Wenthold, Hazel Rilki, Jaci Carroll, 

Sharon Martin, Michele Ukleja, Karen Chandra, Kathy Hanahan 

Meeting was called to order at 2:05 pm. 

Carole welcomed Jim Edstrom to his first HCAA meeting.  Welcome, Jim! 

Highlights of Previous Meeting:  At our last meeting on February 7th, we discussed a number of our upcoming social 

events, including the book club meeting, the lunch at the Bread and Butter Café in Arlington Heights on March 15th, 

and the volunteer date at Feed my Starving Children in Schaumburg on May 4th.  We also got updates on the Harper 

HEART Day events, sponsored by the Foundation, and held on February 23rd and 24th.  Michael shared info from the 

Legislative report, including Governor Pritzker’s proposed budget increases for the pension deficit and extra funds for 

the bill back-log, $106.3 million for TRIP and TRAIL funding, property tax rebates, and over $1 billion in additional tax 

cuts, freezes, and other rebates.  We also heard about the large teacher shortage in the state due to the pandemic, 

and that the free college tuition portion of the Build Back Better legislation had been removed. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Sharon reported that since our last meeting, we had one deposit of $94.64, and no expenses, 

which brings our current balance to $6,151.92.  Linda Frank mentioned that we will have a couple of expenses 

coming soon related to our website (WordPress and the name domain). 

Membership Report:  Hazel shared that we are currently at 287 members, and that she plans to send out hard copy 

letters to 6 or 7 members who may have new email addresses, as things she sends out have been bouncing back to 

her. 

Social Report:  Jaci reported that as of this morning, we have 14 people planning to attend the Bread and Butter Café 

lunch on the 15th.  She and Diane will be looking once again into possible outings at Ravinia, probably in May or June.  

Other possible outings that were discussed include another date at Pinot’s Palette, and a dinner and/or movie night. 

Legislative Report:  The following are some of the highlights Jim Edstrom shared from Michael and Linda’s report.  

The full report will be posted on the HCAA website. 

 Governor Pritzker is proposing initiatives that would increase spending on higher education, including $122 

million to boost funding state grants (MAP) for low-income college students, and the creation of the Pipeline 

for the Advancement of the Healthcare Workforce, or PATH program.  PATH would invest $25 million in 

community colleges across Illinois to remove barriers for the recruitment and training of health care workers.  

There is a projected growth of 16.8% for health care and social assistance workers between 2020 and 2030.  

The proposed budget has to be negotiated and approved by the Illinois General Assembly, with final approval 

of the budget due by April 8th. 

 The Illinois Policy Council recently posted another item on their website, focusing negatively on education, in 

particular teachers and unions.  The post expressed their concerns about the Amendment 1 proposal, which 

is designed, among other things, to ensure the bargaining rights of teachers and educators, but which the IPC 

says would give teacher unions unprecedented power over what happens in the schools, and will overpower 

what parents think is best for their children. 

 The Illinois House passed Bill 3149 on March 2nd, a grant program which would reimburse eligible public 

school teacher applicants for tuition and mandatory fees paid to a public institution of higher education.  

Rep. Sue Scherer, D-Decatur, said the bill addresses the dire need for teachers in our state, and would 



incentivize teachers to remain in Illinois for at least 10 years.  If everyone eligible were served, it would cost 

$1.4 billion over 18 years. 

 Former Illinois House Speaker Mike Madigan was indicted on March 2nd on 22 counts of federal racketeering 

charges, including extortion and bribery.  He was not re-elected as Speaker, and he then resigned his House 

seat in 2021, after serving since 1971. 

Website Report:  Linda and Kathy shared info from the recent website update meeting with Judi.  In addition to 

posting the newest list of retirees and adding the names of some well-deserving former HCAA Board members to the 

Emeritus list, a video found by Linda on the SUAA site about the benefits of joining SUAA was successfully added to 

our own site. 

Old Business:  Tier II --- Carole and Linda have done some checking with our HR department and other 

organizations to see what resources might be available that can be shared with current and upcoming Tier II 

employees.  It has been difficult getting shareable information, however, Addison Woodward from Governor’s State 

University has shared a PowerPoint presentation that we can probably post on our own site, with a bit of 

explanation, and has also come up with a document designed as a Call to Action piece for our legislators.  It was also 

noted that IFT has been actively working to educate their members, and Bill Peterman, from UIC and who is the 

Legislative Chair on the SUAA Board, is also quite motivated to work on this issue.  The main problem for those 

workers currently in Tier II is that the way the system is set up, they may not receive a high enough benefit at the end 

of their career to meet the Safe Harbor standard.  Linda KK pointed out that fixing the Tier II issue will bring about 

other concerns about school districts and workers having to pay into Social Security, and that for now, it might be 

best to table the issue until after the election, so as not to draw increased attention to the pension issue. 

Harper HEART Day:  Carole reported on the follow-up meeting, which evaluated the event and discussed possible 

ways to improve the program for next year.  In general, the program received positive reviews for a number of the 

offerings, including the get connected Zoom sessions, the yoga session, and the Rear Window movie and discussion.  

Next year, the hope is to have the sessions be offered online for those who are not able to travel to campus, as well 

as in person, for those folks who are longing to see people in person on campus. 

Need for Legislative Chair:  Jim Edstrom has graciously agreed to chair the legislative committee and prepare the 

legislative report for the Board, with assistance from Linda and Michael.  Thank you, Jim! 

On a sad note, Harper Sociology Professor, Local 1600 Legislative Chair, and HCAA friend, Sean Noonan, has entered 

hospice care after fighting cancer.  Our thoughts are with him.  If you would like to send a note or a card to Sean, 

Dave Richmond will collect them and make sure that they get delivered to Sean.  Please mail to . . .   

Sean Noonan 

% Dave Richmond 

Harper College 

1200 W. Algonquin Road 

Palatine, IL  60067 

Next Meeting:  Monday, May 9th, 2:00 pm via Zoom 

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm 

Respectfully submitted – 

Kathy Hanahan 


