
HCAA Board Meeting 

February 7th, 2022 

Notes 

Present:  Carole Bomba, Linda Frank, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, Barb Anderson, Sharon Martin, Hazel Rilki, Diane Kinn, 

Michael Nejman, Michele Ukleja, Jaci Carroll, Karen Johnstone, Judi Zaplatynsky, Karen Chandra, Kathy Hanahan 

The meeting was called to order at 2:04 p.m. 

Highlights of Previous Meeting:  Linda and Kathy had attended the fall SUAA meeting on November 17th 

via Zoom, and shared some of the highlights.  One of the topics of discussion was the fact that a primary focus of 

SUAA and its local chapters will need to be educating current Tier II members on the effects the changes to the 

system may have on their future security.   More highlights and info can be found in the notes from our own 

meeting, which are posted on the HCAA site. Discussed at the SUAA meeting, and also at our own meeting, was 

the new congressional district map signed by Governor Pritzker in November, which will create changes in the 

representation of some regions.  It was emphasized that as legislative turnover occurs, we need to make sure to 

get to know those who represent us, or who plan to run to represent us, so that they are familiar with us and our 

concerns. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Sharon provided information from the 2021 annual report.  We started with a balance of 

$6065.16 on January 1, 2021.  Cash receipts for the year totaled $1454.12, disbursements totaled $1462, leaving 

us with a balance of $6057.28.   The January statement has not yet arrived. 

Membership Report:  Hazel shared that at some point, the names of a few of our members had fallen off our 

list by mistake, but have since been added back on.  A few members have lapsed since our last meeting, leaving 

our current active membership at approximately 290.  Hazel also brought up the issue of some “snowbird” 

members having two addresses, and will look into the possibility of adding a second address in Excel for those 

members, to help insure they receive our various communications. 

Social Report:  Diane shared that she and Jaci are planning to put together a brunch date to be held on a 

Tuesday in mid-March at the Bread and Butter Café in Arlington Heights, so watch for details coming soon.  The 

next book club meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 6th, at 3:00 via Zoom.  The selected book is The Invisible 

City by Julia Dahl.  Another outing in the works is a return to Feed Our Starving Children in Schaumburg.  Potential 

date is Wednesday, May 4th.  There may be a breakfast get-together beforehand for those who are interested.  A 

motion was made and approved to make a donation of $100 to the organization on behalf of HCAA on the day we 

volunteer. 

Legislative Report:  Michael shared a few of the highlights from the full report, which will be posted on the 

HCAA website.  

 Governor Pritzker gave the State of the State and Budget Address on February 2nd.  Citing an improved 

economic outlook, the latest budget proposal includes an extra $500 million to the pension fund, $200 

million for the rainy day fund, more money to pay down the backlog of the state’s unpaid bills, as well as 

property tax rebates and $1 billion in tax cuts, freezes, and other rebates.  There is also $106.3 million 

planned for TRIP and TRAIL funding.   

 The Illinois Community Colleges Trustees Association and the Illinois Council of Community College 

Presidents put out a joint statement, applauding Governor Pritzker on the proposed budget, which will 

increase funding for MAP grants. 



 The Illinois Policy Institute sent out a letter in December, focusing on the power of public unions and the 

cost to the state’s taxpayers.  We’ll all need to make sure that taxpayers receive accurate information on 

the topic as that, most likely, is another way to launch an attack on public pensions. 

 There is a large shortage of teachers and substitutes statewide and nationwide, due to the pandemic. This 

is leading to numerous courses and offerings needing to be canceled, moved online, or having open 

positions filled with candidates who are not fully qualified.  According to information in a TRS newsletter 

that Karen received, Public Act 102-0537 seeks to ease this situation by extending the “sunset” date for 

increased post-retirement work limits to June 30, 2023.  A retired TRS member will not lose his/her 

pension benefit if they teach up to 120 days or 600 hours during a single school year. 

 The General Election will be held November 8th.  At this point, there are two Democrats and eight 

Republicans running for governor. 

 Jill Biden, speaking to a summit of community college leaders earlier today (Feb. 7th) confirmed that her 

hope of providing free community college tuition is no longer part of the Build Back Better legislation, as it 

had to be scrapped in order to salvage the rest of the bill. 

Website Report (and New Business):  Judi showed the group some newly posted information about the 

upcoming Harper HEART (Helping Everyone Access Resources Together) Day, designed to get retirees reconnected 

to Harper and each other.  Activities on February 23rd include virtual reunions (via WebEx) with other retirees 

from the various divisions.  There will also be an online viewing of Rear Window, with a discussion of the movie 

afterward, facilitated by Harper’s CE film instructor.  Some of the activities on the 24th include yoga and basic PC 

classes, and tours of the Cultural Center and other areas.  Free memberships to the Lifelong Learning Institute (a 

$50 value) are available to retirees on the 23rd and 24th, ending at 11:59 p.m. on the 24th.  Sponsored by the 

Foundation, the hope is that retirees will not only get reconnected, but will consider donating to one of the many 

scholarships available to our students. Carole mentioned that some of us might be getting a call or email from the 

Foundation, asking us to participate in the virtual reunions. 

Old Business:  Tier II Retirement Plan    In our last meeting, we had begun a discussion about how to make 

sure that Tier II employees understand how their future security could be affected by changes to the system.  

Governor State University had put together an informative presentation which provided clear explanations.  Linda 

Frank will reach out again to them to ask about sharing the presentation, and Carole will check with Angela in HR 

and with SURS to see what information is currently being shared. 

New Business:  Open Board position     Michael is planning to step down from his current position on the 

Board as Chair of the Legislative Committee, so we need to find someone who will take on this role.  This involves 

organizing the information to prepare the report for the website, and presenting the report at each meeting.  

Linda Kolbusz-Kosan will continue to seek and monitor current information, send the information to the new 

Chair, and edit the legislative report.   The Board extends their gratitude to Michael for all of his hard work and 

efforts on behalf of HCAA these past 10 years.  THANK YOU! 

Meeting was adjourned at 3:08 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING:  Monday, March 14th at 2:00 p.m. via Zoom 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Kathy Hanahan 


