
HCAA Board Meeting 

November 30, 2021 

Notes 

Present:  Carole Bomba, Linda Frank, Michael Nejman, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, Michele Ukleja, Sharon Martin, 

Barb Anderson, Diane Kinn, Pat Wenthold, Kathy Hanahan 

 

Meeting was called to order at 2:06 pm. 

Highlights from the November 17th SUAA meeting:  Linda and Kathy attended the meeting via Zoom; Linda 

shared the following information from the fall meeting . . . 

 The scheduled speaker on redistricting canceled unexpectedly, so Matt Maloney, a contractual lobbyist 

for SUAA, filled in.  He stated that new legislative maps tend to be necessary, due to shifts in 

population, as determined by the US census.  As Illinois has dropped 18,000 in population state-wide, 

we have lost one seat in Congress.  Some parties feel that the new maps have been gerrymandered, 

and lawsuits have been filed.  The date of the primary election next year has been pushed to June 28th, 

in the hopes that all lawsuits will be settled by then and the new maps finalized.  If the maps remain as 

they are currently drawn, the Republicans will lose two seats, and the Democrats will gain one newly 

created seat in a predominantly Latino area of Chicago. 

 As turnover in the legislature occurs, knowledge and experience is lost, and therefore it will be more 

important than ever for us to get to know our elected officials, as well as the people planning to run to 

represent us.  SUAA and SUAA Action plan to hold a meeting on how to talk to your legislators.  More 

info to come. 

 Linda Brookhart stated that in order for us to maintain our membership, which has declined in the last 

several years, we will need to utilize social media to a greater extent.  She is also thinking about local, 

informal meet-ups, with refreshments, in order for members to connect with each other.  Recruiting 

new members has been difficult for all chapters since the start of the pandemic. 

 The Tier II situation (affects those employees employed or certified on or after 1/1/2011) is a major 

concern that we need to help with, as these employees may not completely understand how the 

changes that were made might affect their future security, especially as related to the Safe Harbor 

standards. 

 Discussion and vote on the by-laws will be tabled until the group can meet in person. 

 Next SUAA meeting will be held June 16th and 17th in Springfield. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Sharon reported that at our last meeting, our balance was $5,801.68.  A check for $50 was 

mailed to SUAA for two registrations for the November meeting.  There were no deposits noted on the 

October statement, and the November statement has not yet arrived.  Therefore, our current balance is 

$5,751.68. 

Membership Report:  We currently have 293 members, which includes 4 lapsed. 

Social Report:  The lunch at Anna’s Red Apple early in November had a good turnout, approximately 14 people 

attended.  The next lunch is not yet scheduled, but will probably be held at the Bread and Butter Café in 

Arlington Heights, a new restaurant owned by a former Harper student. 

Next book club meeting is Wednesday, December 1st, at 3:00 pm on Zoom.  The Paris Library is this meeting’s 

selection. 



 

Legislative Report:  Michael and Linda KK shared the following information . . . 

 The governor’s race is heating up, with Chicago billionaire Ken Griffin saying he will support the 

Republican candidate who can beat Governor Pritzker.  However, there are currently four declared 

candidates, with other possibilities in the wings, including two-time gubernatorial candidate Kirk 

Dillard, who is more moderate and therefore might be appealing to independents. 

 Governor Pritzker signed Illinois’ new congressional district map into law on November 23rd, which 

added a second predominantly Latino district and maintained three predominantly Black districts.  

Pritzker noted that these maneuvers were key in preserving the Illinois delegation’s minority 

representation.  Republicans and others criticized the new boundaries as heavily gerrymandered, 

drawn to benefit the political party in power.  The new map will be used for elections through 2030. 

 SUAA’s 2022 legislative platform’s main goal is to protect the retirement security for all past, present, 

and future employees of Illinois public universities, community colleges, and their families.   

 Governor Pritzker will give his State of the State/Budget Address from the State Capitol in Springfield 

on February 2, 2022. 

 A fundraiser/meet and greet for Fred Crespo will be held on December 8th from 4pm-6pm at Chicago 

Prime Italian in Schaumburg.  Mr. Crespo has been a friend to Harper, and tends to vote favorably on 

educational issues. 

Website Report:  The list of new retirees was updated, as well as several new obituaries. 

Old Business:  None reported. 

New Business:  The presentation by SURS on Tier II options for new employees that was supposed to follow 

the November 17th SUAA meeting was shared with us later via a link.  The presentation, although very 

informative, was designed for new employees, who will all be considered Tier II, to help them best choose 

their retirement plan.  Linda KK suggests that this presentation be shared with HR to help new employees 

make an informed decision, as, once the decision is made, it is irrevocable.  The presentation does not benefit 

our current membership.  The Tier II situation was a major topic at the Region 1 (Northern Illinois) meeting on 

November 5th, attended by Carole, Linda Frank, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, and Pat Wenthold.  It was  noted that a 

second issue related to the Tier II situation is the need to educate current Tier II employees about the 

limitations that exist (Tier II does not meet Social Security requirements) so that they can band together to 

safeguard their future and help bring about needed changes.  Each chapter will need to figure out how they 

can best assist current Tier II employees.  It was decided that a small group will be created to brainstorm some 

ideas on how to accomplish this.  Carole will reach out to Angela in HR to see if they already have a program in 

place, Linda Frank will reach out to two very active Governor’s State chapter reps to see if they might share 

ideas, and Linda KK will check with a few statewide organizations to see if they are working on the Tier II issue. 

 

Next Meeting:  Monday, February 7th at 2:00 pm, probably on Zoom.  Possibility of an on-campus meeting?  

Stay tuned. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Kathy Hanahan 

 


