
HCAA Board Meeting 

October 18, 2021 

Notes 

Present:  Carole Bomba, Linda Frank, Diane Kinn, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, Michael Nejman, Joni Rothblum, Barb 

Anderson, Karen Johnstone, Kathy Hanahan 

Meeting was called to order at 2:04 pm. 

Highlights of Last Meeting:  Our last meeting took place on September 28th, 2021, following the annual update 

from Harper President Dr. Avis Proctor and her staff.  A number of HCAA members got online early to catch up 

and connect with each other.   At our meeting, the new 2021-2023 Board members were presented, and a vote 

was taken to approve the slate.  Congratulations to our new President, Carole Bomba, and to our newest Member 

at Large, Jim Edstrom.  Michael shared information from a study showing that Illinois pensions are in a more 

stable position than they have been for years, due to a higher return on investments.  However, underfunding is 

still a very real problem. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Sharon forwarded the following information:  our balance at our last meeting was 

$5,720.78.  We had one deposit of $80.90, and no expenses since then, bringing our new total to $5,801.68. 

Membership Report:  Linda shared the following information provided by Hazel.  We are currently at 293 

members, the same as it was a few weeks ago at our last meeting.  However, Hazel has noted that the emails sent 

out to a few of our members are bouncing back, and her attempts to reach them by phone have not been 

successful.  The group discussed the situation and decided that if Hazel sends a letter to the folks not getting our 

emails, she might have better luck in obtaining their correct email address and preferred phone number.  Also, if 

Hazel could send us an email with the names of the bounce-backs, some of us on the Board might know them and 

have other means of contacting them. 

Social Report:  Diane shared the date of the next lunch at Anna’s Red Apple:  Wednesday, November 3rd, at 

11:00 am.  Please let Diane know if you plan to attend. 

Also, the next book club meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 1st, at 3:00 pm via Zoom.  The book 

selection is The Paris Library, by Janet Skeslien Charles. 

Diane also shared news of the recent passing of two of our former Harper colleagues, Frances Brantley of Student 

Development, and Jan Jacobsen of Financial Aid/Veterans Affairs.  More information will be posted when we 

receive it. 

Legislative Report:  Michael shared that the fall Illinois state veto session starts October 19th. 

State Democrats have released the proposed new congressional district map.  The lines were drawn to yield 14 

Democratic districts, and 3 Republican districts, so we can expect a good amount of controversy/discussion 

ahead.   Illinois Republican Representatives Adam Kinzinger and Rodney Davis have said they may run for 

Governor or Senator if they feel there is no district in which they have a chance to win. 

Attorney General Merrick Garland on October 4th ordered the FBI to work with local leaders nationwide to help 

address the disturbing increase in the number of attacks on educators and school board members regarding mask 

mandates and interpretations of critical race theory.  Garland intends to have the Justice Department hold 

strategy sessions with law enforcement in the next 30 days to plan measures to address the increased criminal 

conduct. 

The full Legislative report will be posted on the website. 



Website Report:  Linda and Judi met on October 14th to update the site and add the PowerPoint from Dr. 

Proctor’s presentation.   She shared with us that a question came up regarding the HCAA Board Emeritus list, and 

how it is determined who is included on the list.  We have a good number of previous leaders who might also be 

included, such as Bonnie Henry, Bruce Bohrer, Steve Catlin, to name just a few.  Linda will send out an email to the 

group with the names of some of these individuals, and we can then suggest others that we feel should be 

included on the Leadership Honor Roll. 

New Business:  Carole mentioned the upcoming SUAA meeting (Wednesday, November 17th, from 10:00 am to 

no later than 4:00 pm).  The meeting will be held in Normal, or can be attended via Zoom. Current and past 

presidents are allowed to vote, however, others are invited to attend.  If you’re interested in attending, please let 

Carole or Linda know.  The featured speaker is redistricting expert, Frank Calabrese. 

Also, Carole suggested that in order to provide time for us to catch up with each other prior to the start of our 

next meeting, she plans to be online at 1:45.  Please feel free to log on early to have a bit of time to chat, if you’re 

interested. 

Meeting adjourned at 2:41 pm. 

 

Next Meeting:  TUESDAY, November 30th, 2021 at 2:00 pm via Zoom. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Hanahan 


