
HCAA Board Meeting 

August 16, 2021 

Notes 

Present:  Linda Frank, Carole Bomba. Michael Nejman, Sharon Martin, Hazel Rilki, Jaci Carroll, Michele Ukleja, Judi 

Zaplatynsky, Barb Anderson, Karen Johnstone, Diane Kinn, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, Kathy Hanahan 

 

While we waited for everyone to log on, the group shared some fond memories of our friend and colleague, Betty 

Hull, who passed away earlier this month. 

Meeting was called to order at 2:05 pm. 

Highlights of Prior Meeting:  At our last meeting (May 3rd, 2021), the following items were discussed: 

 The Harper Foundation decided to cover the cost of the requested stipend for the presenters of the 

retirement webinar earlier this year, thereby saving our group some funds.  Thank you, Foundation! 

 Jaci and Diane planned a breakfast get-together for the second week of June at Anna’s Red Apple, which 

was well-attended.  They also noted the next book discussion meeting on June 2nd, featuring Pascuala 

Herrera’s Not Always a Valley of Tears.  Pascuala joined us, and we had an active discussion. 

 The Legislative report included information on the completion of the census, President Biden’s address to 

Congress on April 28th, which included a proposal for free community college tuition, and Governor 

Pritzker’s Illinois Health Care and Human Services Reform Act, designed to reduce inequities in the 

system.  Linda Frank also reported that $7.5 million from the CARES Act was to be distributed to Harper 

students to help them cover the costs of attending college.  

Treasurer’s Report:  As Sharon was not able to be with us at our last meeting, she provided a thorough 

description of the payables and receivables for the last several months.  Since March 31, when our balance was 

$6,457.02, we’ve had deposits of $220.90 in April, $116.32 in May, $126.32 in June, and $91.32 in July, all from 

chapter dues.  Payments included $300 for the annual renewal of Wordpress (for our website), as well as $50 for 

two registrations to the SUAA annual conference, for Linda and Carole.  This brings our current balance to 

$6,661.88.  Linda Frank shared that she will be sending Sharon a bill for $18.00 for Wordpress, for the name 

domain.   

In addition, as our group had donated $1,000 last year to the Hawks Care fund, Linda asked the group if we would 

be interested in doing so again this year.  The motion was made and seconded, and the group approved the 

$1,000 donation. 

Membership Report:  Hazel shared that as of July, we have 292 active members.   Also, tomorrow, August 17th, 

there will be a membership drive table set up from 11:30 to 1:30 at the employee bag lunch.  Hazel and Barb have 

volunteered to staff the table, with Carole and Sharon assisting.  Thank you, volunteers! 

Linda mentioned that several of us have discussed the idea of offering Judi Zaplatlynsky an honorary year-long 

membership, in appreciation of all her hard work and efforts in keeping our website up to date.  A motion was 

made and seconded, and the group voted to approve Judi’s membership. 

Social Report:  Diane has left several messages for Ravinia regarding the possible September dates for our group, 

but hasn’t heard back yet.  She will keep us posted.  She and Jaci are planning another breakfast or lunch get-

together, probably in October.  The next book club meeting is October 6th at 3:00 pm via Zoom; our selection is 



The Last Thing He Told Me, by Laura Dave.  We also selected the book for our December meeting --- The Paris 

Library, by Janet Skeslien Charles. 

Legislative Report:  Michael shared that the Legislative Inspector General Carol Pope will be leaving her post in 

December, thus eliminating a watchdog-type position designed to police the Illinois state legislature.  Pope 

indicated that the position is “essentially a paper tiger,” and that the “last legislative session demonstrated true 

ethics reform is not a priority.”    Also, a new report from the American Legislative Exchange Council analyzing 

unfunded public pensions across the nation has Illinois in 49th place, with a per person liability of $31,980 --- 

almost twice the national average.  Governor Pritzker signed a bill in July which opens the door for community 

colleges to have residential projects on or near campus.  No word yet if Harper is considering this option.  And 

finally, House Bill 12, signed into law in August, will make it easier for part-time school and college employees to 

have some family and medical leave, after one year of employment.  The full Legislative Report will be posted on 

the HCAA website. 

Website Report:  Beyond the newest obituaries and meeting dates recently updated on our site, Judi showed the 

group some statistics on views and visits for the past few years, and the months with the highest number of visits.  

It appears that big events at Harper (such as the 50th anniversary), our annual meeting with the President, and 

some of the months when Mail Chimp emails go out to the membership, tend to drive bigger numbers to our 

website. 

Old Business:  Linda shared a brief review of the annual SUAA meeting, which was held via Zoom on June 17th and 

18th.  She and Carole attended.  There wasn’t any big news shared, but the group listened to two speakers:  Peter 

Hancock, a reporter from Capital News, who thinks the biggest focus for the coming year will be on redistricting.  

Aaron Maduff, an attorney supporting the various pension systems, doesn’t think there will be a constitutional 

amendment proposed, but feels we all need to pay attention to the issue and stay on top of it.   Also, SUAA has 

not completed the update to their By-Laws and Constitution yet, but as soon as they do, we will need to update 

ours.  Linda will post the meeting highlights on our site under Meeting Notes. 

New Business:  The annual meeting with the President will be held online on Tuesday, September 28th, at 11:00 

am.  Linda will send out an email ahead of time, asking us for questions we’d like to pose to Dr. Proctor.  Linda KK 

suggested we ask about the possibility of dorms on campus, as well as an update on the large grant that Harper 

recently received unexpectedly.  Judi suggested we open up the invitation to the meeting to anyone interested, as 

opposed to just our membership, in the hopes of gaining some new members.  The group agreed.  Anyone who 

sees the info on our site and contacts Linda with an RSVP will be included in the email with the link to the 

meeting. 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, September 28th, immediately following the annual meeting with the President. 

Following Meeting:  October 18th at 2:00 pm, via Zoom 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Kathy Hanahan 

 

 


