
HCAA Board Meeting 

May 3, 2021 

Notes 

Present:   Linda Frank, Jaci Carroll, Karen Chandra, Diane Kinn, Hazel Rilki, Judi Zaplatynsky, Michele Ukleja, 

Michael Nejman, Carole Bomba, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, Barb Anderson, Russ Mills, Kathy Hanahan 

Introductions were made, as this was Karen Chandra’s first meeting.   Welcome, Karen!  Also, a warm welcome to 

Joni Rothblum who has also signed on as a new Member at Large. 

Meeting was called to order at 2:09 p.m. 

A moment of silence was held in support of Sharon Martin, on the loss of her husband Dick. 

 

Highlights of Last Meeting:  A variety of topics were covered at the March 8th meeting, including the results of 

SUAA’s membership drive letter campaign, which garnered 320 new members for the state overall, and 8 new 

members for our chapter.  Michael shared lots of updates from the Legislative Report, including information on 

Governor Pritzker’s $700 million in cuts to the current budget with the intent to cause the least impact on services 

as possible.  Also, the 2022 fiscal budget will spend $1.8 billion less than this year’s budget.  In the local elections 

on April 6th, three incumbent Harper Board of Trustees members were running along with a fourth individual.  All 

three (Bill Kelly, Diane Hill, and Nancy Robb) regained their seats.  Also, the retirement preparation webinar 

presented by Bruce Bohrer and Russ Fahrner had approximately 160 attendees, with about 60 of them being 

Harper faculty and staff members. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  We will receive updated numbers from Sharon at a later date, however, Linda shared with us 

that after our discussion and vote to send $125 to Bruce and Russ for the retirement webinar, the Harper 

Foundation decided to fund the requested stipend themselves.  We will not be seeing that cost come out of our 

balance.  However, the renewal for our Wordpress website software is up for renewal, so that bill will be getting 

paid soon.  NOTE:  On May 4th, Sharon sent out an email stating that since our last meeting on March 8th, we had 

received a check from the state in the amount of $181.32, bringing our current total to $6,457.02 

 

Membership Report:  Hazel shared that we have 2 new members, bringing us to a current total of 292, and we 

know that another person is in the process of joining our ranks, so we’ll soon be at 293. 

 

Social Report:  Diane is working with Ravinia to see if we’ll once again be getting free tickets to an event or two, 

once the venue’s new season opens in July.  She’ll keep us posted.  Jaci and Diane have tentatively planned a 

breakfast at Red Apple (for those who feel comfortable going to a restaurant), probably for the second week in 

June.  Our next book discussion meeting will take place on June 2nd at 3:00 p.m.  We have chosen Pascuala 

Herrera’s book “Not Always a Valley of Tears” as our next selection.  The book is available on Amazon for $19.99, 

or, interested individuals can attend a curbside book signing at Pascuala’s home on Saturday, May 15th, from 2:00-

5:00 p.m.  Books will be available for sale for $20 cash. 

 



Legislative Report:  At the federal level, President Biden’s first address to a joint session of Congress on April 28th 

included a proposal for free community college tuition as part of a $1.8 trillion American Families Plan.  The plan 

also includes $85 billion for Pell grants, $62 billion for a grant program designed to increase college completion 

rates for low-income students, and $46 billion for historically black colleges and universities. 

At the state level, Governor Pritzker signed a reform bill (Illinois Health Care and Human Services Reform Act) 

which provides over a dozen provisions designed to end inequities in the Illinois health care system based on race, 

income, and other socioeconomic factors.  It also seeks to expand health care for low-income and rural residents. 

The census has been completed and reported.  Legislative districts will be redrawn, which means we need to be 

on the lookout for possible gerrymandering.  Illinois lost a seat in the House of Representatives, due to our 

population loss.  Illinois lost more residents than any other state, which might be partly due to the number of 

students who are choosing to go to out of state colleges with lower costs.  As many students tend to stay near the 

college they attended once they’ve graduated, Governor Pritzker is focused on making college more affordable in 

Illinois to keep our own students, and hopefully attract out of state students who would then potentially stay in 

Illinois after graduating. 

Linda Frank noted that the last edition of Inside Harper reported that $7.5 million from the CARES Act will be 

distributed to Harper students to help cover the costs of attending college. 

As always, the full Legislative Report will be posted on the website. 

 

Website Report:  Judi recently made some updates to the site, including a recent obituary and the latest list of 

new retirees.  Linda reported that in addition, the dates for the SUAA 2021 virtual annual meeting (June 17th and 

18th) will be added to the site. The annual fall meeting will be in November, but at this time, we’re not sure if it 

will be virtual or in person.   

 

New Business:  Linda reported that she, Michael, and Michele had met to put together the roster of nominees for 

the 2021-2023 HCAA Board.  Linda’s position as President will end in September, and Carole Bomba has graciously 

agreed to step up as the next President.  Linda will move into the role of Past President.  In the next 6-9 months, 

we will need to find a new President Elect.  Sharon had expressed interest in continuing on as our Treasurer, and 

Kathy has agreed to continue in her role as Recording Secretary.  Hazel will continue on the Membership team, 

with assistance from Barb Anderson.   Jaci and Diane will continue on as the Social Committee, however, several 

of the various communications that Diane has sent out over the years will now be done by our new 

Communications committee, and Michele has volunteered to head up that effort.  Michael and Linda KK will 

continue on with the Legislative updates, but we are looking for a third person to assist them in their work.  Judi 

Zaplatynsky will continue as our webmaster, with Linda and Kathy continuing to meet with her every month or so 

to discuss needed website updates.  A vote was taken, and the roster of nominees was unanimously approved.   

Linda thanked everyone for their willingness to serve. 

 

Next meeting:  Monday, August 16th at 2:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Meeting adjourned at 3:08 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted ---  Kathy Hanahan 


