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1. Former IL Speaker of the House Mike Madigan resigned from the Illinois House of 

Representatives toward the end of February. He was first elected to the House in 1970, 

making this his 51st year in office, 36 of them as Speaker. Madigan is 78-years-old. 

Madigan has also stepped down as party chairman, Cook County Clerk Karen Yarbrough 

took over temporarily, and U.S. Representative Robin Kelly was elected, edging out 

Chicago Alderman Michele Harris. Madigan also tapped a 12th Ward worker, Edward 

Guerra Kodatt, age 26, to succeed him in the House, although Kodatt resigned three days 

later due to “alleged questionable conduct.” Kodatt was then replaced by Angie Guerero-

Cuellar, who is the new 22nd District representative. 

 

2. The 2022 IL governor’s race is underway! Former state senator Paul Schimpf, state 

senator Darren Bailey, and business man Gary Rabine are all running as Republicans in 

the upcoming election.  

 

3. Governor Pritzker gave his FY 2022 Budget speech virtually on February 17. SUAA 

provided the following bulleted highlights (these were sent to our entire membership):  

 

•   Pritzker worked on next year’s budget by taking executive action to make cuts this 

year that will have the least impact on services while preventing the need for additional 

revenue from hardworking families, eliminating $700 million in spending in Fiscal year 

2021 alone.  

•   The general funds budget for Fiscal Year 2022 spends $1.8 billion less than FY2021. It 

reflects $400 million in additional cuts to appropriations, a hiring freeze, flat operational 

spending, full required pension payments, and the closure of unaffordable corporate 

loopholes. All in all, it reduces spending to meet projected revenues.  

•   Pritzker wants middle-class Illinoisans to pay lower income taxes, not higher. So, this 

budget does not propose an across-the-board tax increase.  

•   Pritzker is asking the General Assembly to pass a standalone bill this year to 

immediately direct $60 million of funding to the Department of Employment Security to 

help meet the unprecedented demand. And in the coming year, he will ask for support for 

an additional $73 million for the unemployment system.  

•   This budget also preserves his increased investments in education, which is 

foundational to a strong economy and a vibrant future. And he fully incorporated the 

work of Senator Lightford and Representative Ammons to make education in Illinois 

more equitable. However, he did not include (for the second year) the required K-12 

money. 

 

 

On Funding for Higher Education:  

 

•  Higher education – which was cut deeply by his predecessor and his General Assembly 

allies during their self-inflicted budget impasse – maintains level funding and includes 



$20 million as the first annual payment to stabilize College IL and funds the Common 

Application Partnership Program at $1 million. (credited to the 2/17/21 memo from 

ICCB) 

•   Our colleges and universities are facing so many other challenges that we should not 

ask them to take on more. Federal COVID relief funding will provide $740 million to 

post-secondary institutions in Illinois.  

•   The most important place to invest in higher education is in expanding college access 

for those smart kids who can least afford it, which is why Pritzker proposes a $28 million 

increase to MAP grants On Financial Aid from the Federal Government:  

•   Congressional action will help today, but it won’t solve Illinois’ remaining fiscal 

challenges. Any money received from the federal government needs to be spent wisely, 

by paying down borrowing and the bill backlog. Anything remaining must be used to 

invest in expanding jobs and economic growth.  

•   More jobs, more businesses, more economic activity, means a higher standard of 

living for Illinois citizens, a healthier budget and a healthier state government. 

 

 

On Ethics Reform:  

 

•   Pritzker feels that it’s time to pass ethics legislation this year. Nobody should hold the 

title of both legislator and lobbyist at the same time. He said we need meaningful 

disclosure of conflicts of interest...Restoring the public's trust is of paramount 

importance...If not for the pandemic, this would have happened last year. With a real 

legislative session and remote or in-person hearings, he feels the need to get this done. 

 
 
4. Don’t forget there is an upcoming Harper Board Election. Early voting starts March 

10th through April 5th with the general election on April 6th. 

The link below leads to a page that has a lot of info for checking your voter status, 

obtaining a mail in ballot, and how to vote in Cook County.  It also has links to the 

websites of nearby counties. 

https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/agency/vote-mail 
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