
HCAA Board Meeting 

March 8, 2021 

Notes 

Present:  Linda Frank, Jaci Carroll, Sharon Martin, Carole Bomba, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, Barb Anderson, 

Diane Kinn, Karen Johnstone, Michael Nejman, Hazel Rilki, Michele Ukleja, Russ Mills, Judi Zaplatynsky, 

Kathy Hanahan 

 

Meeting was called to order at 2:04 pm. 

 

Highlights of Last Meeting:  Kathy shared that at our January 18th, 2021 meeting, we heard from Hazel 

that our list of member email addresses was being corrected and updated, with assistance from SUAA.  

The hope is that all of our members will be able to receive our communications.  Also, SUAA was 

planning to send out a letter to recent and prospective retirees, encouraging them to join their local 

SUAA chapter.  Judi reported that the website had been updated again, with some helpful financial and 

Medicare information, some of it provided by Jeanne.  Michael shared that the Speaker of the House 

position had been filled by Representative Emanuel Chris Welch, ending Michael Madigan’s long and 

storied stint as Speaker. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Sharon reported that since our last meeting, we’ve had two deposits:  one for 

$70.06 in January, and one for $140.48 in February.  No expenses were reported, bringing our current 

balance to $6275.70. 

 

Membership Report:  Hazel and Linda attended a Zoom meeting held by SUAA on membership, which 

provided a variety of ideas chapters could use to build their numbers.  SUAA reported that of the 37,000 

letters they had sent out to recent and prospective retirees, the organization gained 320 new members.  

Hazel shared that our chapter gained 8 new members, bringing our current active total to 293. 

 

Social Report:  Jaci reminded the group about the next book discussion meeting, scheduled for April 7th 

at 3:00 pm.  The book chosen for this meeting is “The Last Flight” by Julie Clark.  Kathy Hanahan will be 

facilitating, as Jaci will be out of town.  Bring suggestions for the next book, to be discussed on 

Wednesday, June 2nd. 

Jaci also gave a report on the retirement webinar, presented by Bruce Bohrer and Russ Fahrner, which 

we co-sponsored with the Foundation.  A number of Board members attended it.  Linda and Judi created 

a PowerPoint slide, describing HCAA and what we’re about, that could be shown prior to the start of the 

presentation.  Bruce also gave us a plug at the end of the presentation.   Heather (from the Foundation) 

had reported that there were 160 registrants, with approximately 60 being Harper faculty and staff.  The 

group voted to send a $125 honorarium to Bruce and Russ’ company to cover one half of the amount 



they had requested afterward (as this was a co-sponsored event).  Sharon will send the check to Linda to 

forward to Bruce. 

Jaci also suggested that anyone who might be interested in working on HCAA social events in the future 

meet with her and Diane to learn more about it. 

 

Legislative Report:  Michael shared that Michael Madigan had resigned before the end of February.  He 

was in his 51st year in office.   U.S. Representative Robin Kelly was voted in as the new, State Democratic 

Party chairperson.  Angie Guerrero-Cuellar replaced Madigan as the State Representative from the 22nd 

District. 

The 2022 governor’s race is underway, with three Republicans running:  former state senator Paul 

Schimpf, state senator Darren Bailey, and businessman Gary Rabine. 

Via executive action, Governor Pritzker made cuts to the budget with an eye to causing the least impact 

on services.  $700 million dollars in spending was eliminated.  The general funds budget for Fiscal Year 

2022 spends $1.8 billion less than the current fiscal year. 

Linda KK noted that the next stimulus bill will most likely be passed, and there is money in the bill to 

help states’ education budgets. 

There is a local election coming up on April 6th, and three incumbent Harper Board of Trustees positions 

are up, with four people running.  Early voting starts on March 10th. 

 

Website Report:  Judi shared that the In Memoriam section of the HCAA website had been updated with 

the obituaries of two of our former colleagues, and the names of two colleagues were added to the New 

Retirees page.  We added a tab called Extra Offers, which lists some of the added benefits of 

SUAA/HCAA membership, such as discounts for hotels and car rentals, ASPCA pet insurance, and other 

bonuses.  Also, information about the upcoming local election was added, including the three positions 

on the Harper Board of Trustees. 

 

New Business:  Linda asked for two people to work with her as part of a nominating committee to put 

forward a new slate of Executive Board members, as well as Committee chairs/membership.  Michael 

and Michele volunteered to work with her on this task. 

 

Next Meeting:  Monday, May 3rd, 2:00 pm via Zoom 

Meeting adjourned at 3:04 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted ---  

Kathy Hanahan 


