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Impact of the failed “Fair Tax” proposal 

Voters sent an unmistakable message – they opposed the plan to raise taxes on high-

income earners. The proposal fell short by a remarkable 10-point spread – 55% voted 

NO, 45% voted YES. This failed effort will certainly impact the upcoming state 

budget. 

The Chicago Tribune reported on November 10 that:  

 

“Illinois legislators (have) cancel(ed) the fall session over the pandemic as 

Pritzker calls for meeting with leaders to address the $4 billion budget shortfall.  

Despite the surging coronavirus pandemic, the latest estimates from Gov. 

J.B. Pritzker’s budget office show Illinois is on track to bring in roughly $2.2 

billion more revenue than was projected when the budget year started in July. 

But the state still faces a huge hole in a budget that counted on an estimated $1.3 

billion from the governor’s failed graduated-rate income tax proposal, and 

another $5 billion in federal COVID-19 relief aid that also was never a sure thing. 

Pritzker has called for a meeting with the top legislative leaders to begin 

crafting a plan to fill a nearly $4 billion budget after last week’s resounding defeat 

of the proposed graduated-rate income tax amendment. The governor made his 

request in a letter Monday (November 9), a day before House Speaker Michael 

Madigan and Senate President Don Harmon called off the scheduled six-day fall 

veto session, which was set to begin Tuesday, November 17. 

With Republicans potentially maintaining control of the U.S. Senate, 

depending on the outcome of two January runoffs in Georgia, Illinois and other 

states may not be able to depend on help from Washington to close the gaps the 

pandemic has created in their budgets. 

As it stands, Illinois' budget calls for spending $43.1 billion from the state’s 

general funds but only anticipates bringing in $39.2 billion in revenue, creating a 

shortfall of $3.9 billion, or about 9%. 



Despite the looming budget problems, Harmon said in a statement Tuesday 

that it is “not safe or responsible to have a legislative session” with COVID-19 

surging in Springfield and around the state. The decision also provides some 

political cover for Madigan, who is facing questions about whether his support 

among House Democrats is eroding due to an ongoing federal corruption 

investigation in which he’s been implicated but not charged, as well as over his 

perceived role in voters rejecting the graduated tax.” 

 

As warned by the SUAA 2021 Legislative Platform, the State could revert to an 

austerity budget that might include budget cuts to departments and services 

(including education) of 6.5% to 15%. By cancelling the fall session, Gov. Pritzker 

can also avoid being a Scrooge until after the holiday season.  

 

Redistricting 

Per the Illinois Constitution, newly elected members of the 102nd General Assembly 

will be sworn into office on Wednesday, January 13, 2021. Any legislation approved 

prior to December 31 that contains an immediate effective date will require passage 

with a 3/5 vote in each Chamber – 36 votes in the Senate and 71 votes in the House. 

(The likelihood of a fall Veto Session is still unknown.) After January 1, legislation 

with an immediate effective date requires only a simple majority vote for passage, 

allowing consideration of more difficult votes, such as a tax increase, to be approved 

by a smaller margin. 

 

Legislators serving in the 102nd General Assembly will play a role in one of the 

Legislature's most important duties: redistricting. Typically, the majority parties in 

each Chamber have almost exclusive sway over this once-in-a-decade process, in 

which House and Senate boundaries are shifted to create compact and contiguous 

districts of equal population based on the decennial census. Additionally, 

the number of Congressional districts will be reapportioned based on the census, 

with Illinois expected to lose at least one seat due to population loss. Caucus staffs 

will begin crafting their vision of new maps soon, and legislators will begin 

jockeying for the district configurations they prefer. The new map must be voted on 

by May 31, will be challenged in the courts, and eventually presented to the Illinois 

Supreme Court. All of this sets the stage for a pivotal 2022 election in which all state 

Constitutional Officers and legislative districts will be on the ballot in their newly 

drawn districts. 

 

Ballot Counting in Illinois 

The processes used to count mail-in ballots has come under closer inspection by state 

officials, candidates, political parties, and the media due to the expanded use of the 



process for the November 2020 election. To count ballots in Illinois, the local 

election official first “processes” the ballot by verifying voter signatures and 

prepares the ballot for tabulation. The ballot is then “counted” when it is tabulated. 

A ballot may be “processed” before election day but may not be counted until after 

7:00 p.m. on the day of the election. The same rule applies to in-person voting before 

Election Day. A valid ballot must be postmarked by election day and may continue 

to arrive until November 17. As of Tuesday morning, more than 500,000 ballots sent 

to voters had not been returned. 

 

On election night, election authorities report precinct results. Even after the election 

authority reaches “100% of precincts reported” there are still more ballots to be 

counted. Some counties were able to include all mail-in and early ballots that arrived 

before Election Day, but not all. Ballots received on subsequent days and provisional 

ballots still need to be counted. The “unofficial” results become “official” results 

when the Illinois State Board of Elections certifies the results from local election 

officials on December 4. 

 

Illinois allow votes to “cure” or correct any mistakes on their ballot, such as a 

missing or mismatched signature. If a mail-in ballot is rejected, the election authority 

has two days after the rejection to notify the voter. The voter then has until 

November 17th to convince the election authority (a panel of three election judges) 

the ballot should not be rejected. 

 

Leadership Changes 

Upon electing new members of the 102nd General Assembly, those new members 

convene in their individual caucuses to elect their leadership. Traditionally, the 

caucuses meet for an informal vote when they gather in Springfield for Veto Session. 

Then, after the legislators take the Oath of Office on the second Wednesday of 

January, they officially elect the Speaker of the House, the President of the Senate, 

and the Minority Leader for each chamber. The jockeying for the honor is 

underway. 

 

On Thursday, the Senate Republican caucus met to informally select a new leader. 

The caucus selected Senator Dan McConchie from the 26th District, which includes 

Cook, Kane, Lake, and McHenry counties, who has been a member of the Senate 

since April of 2016. 

 

House Minority Leader Jim Durkin, after a strong showing on Election Day, 

publicly stated he will seek the position again for the 102nd General Assembly and 

has secured a majority of the votes of his caucus. Such a statement will help stave 



off any challenge from within the caucus before the unofficial vote, which could 

occur as early as next week due to a challenge from Rep. Tony McCombie. 

 

Senate President Don Harmon is not expecting a challenge after a hard-fought 

battle for President in January. Speaker Madigan, however, is, at 78, facing rumbles 

of opposition. A handful of House Democrat caucus members have stated they will 

not support Madigan for Speaker, with one member openly seeking the role, and US 

Senator Durbin publicly stated this week that “[Madigan’s] presence as chairman of 

our party is not helping” pointing to the campaign advertising across the state. 

Governor Pritzker publicly agreed with Sen. Durbin and believes Madigan should 

step down as Chair of the Democratic Party. US Senator Duckworth agreed and 

added he should resign as Speaker. Madigan responded with the following 

statement: 

 

“I am proud of my record electing Democrats who support 

workers and families and represent the diversity of our state. 

Together, we have successfully advanced progressive policies 

that have made Illinois a strong Democratic state with 

supermajorities in the legislature. Illinois is the anchor in the 

‘blue wall’ that has been reconstructed in the Midwest, and I look 

forward to continuing our fight for working families as chairman 

of the Democratic Party of Illinois.” 

 

Failed Retention of Supreme Court Justice Thomas Kilbride – Now what? 

Democrat Illinois Supreme Court Justice Tom Kilbride conceded his retention 

election following a very expensive campaign – a record-setting $11.7 million total. 

Republicans targeted this race because they viewed this seat as their best chance to 

shift the 4-3 Democrat majority to a Republican majority. The balance of the court 

is important because the Supreme Court will undoubtedly decide the 

constitutionality of a new redistricting map. 

 

Justices running for retention, and another 10-year term, do not face an opponent. 

Now that Kilbride has lost, the process to fill his seat is opaque and without a 

precedent to follow – this has never happened in 65 years since Illinois adopted 

the retention process. The Illinois Constitution states when a Justice fails to be 

retained, a vacancy is created at the end of his term. The vacancy is to be filled by 

the Supreme Court. The person appointed to fill the vacancy will serve until the next 

general election.  

 

 


