
HCAA Board Meeting 

November 16, 2020 

Notes 

Present:  Linda Frank, Michael Nejman, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, Hazel Rilki, Judi Zaplatynsky, Sharon Martin, Carole 

Bomba, Jaci Carroll, Russ Mills, Karen Johnstone, Jeanne Pankanin, Michele Ukleja, Kathy Hanahan 

 

Meeting was called to order at 2:05 pm. 

Linda Frank announced that we have a potential new Member at Large.  Michele Ukleja has expressed an interest 

in joining our Board.  A vote was taken, with members agreeing unanimously to accept Michele as a Member at 

Large.  Welcome, Michele! 

Highlights of Last Meeting:  Kathy shared a few highlights from our regular meeting, as well as from the update 

provided by President Proctor at the annual meeting which preceded it.  Highlights included an update on an 

increase in mail-in voting for the General Election on November 3rd, possible outcomes should the Fair Tax 

Amendment proposal fail, updates on Harper’s Promise program and other student assistance programs, as well 

as on the Canning Center and the Hospitality program projects. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Sharon provided an update on our current financial picture.  As of September 30th, 2020, we 

had a balance of $5918.72.  With expenses of $115 for registrations for two SUAA meetings, and with a deposit 

from SUAA of $65.48, our current balance is $5869.20. 

Membership Report:  Hazel reported that a small group had met online last week to discuss various ways to keep 

our membership lists and contact information up to date, especially member email addresses, which tend to 

change often.  Judi created a form for the website for members to use to send us their current email addresses.  

The group also discussed the possibility of mailing letters to those members who apparently don’t receive emails 

from us.  A rough calculation estimates that perhaps up to 100 letters would need to be sent.  Due to the cost of 

postage, as well as paper and envelopes, a vote was taken to approve the use of up to $80 to cover these costs.  

The group approved the expense.  It was also decided that the letter and the website form should include a 

notation about updated home addresses as well.  A small group (Hazel, Michael, and Diane) will stay in 

communication with each other to make sure that all of our contact lists are kept up to date. 

Social Report:  Jaci reported that although the Chicago Botanic Garden walk was not successful in generating a 

group of participants, it appears that the book discussion will be, as 14 or 15 people have signed up for the 

December 2nd Zoom discussion.  The book selected is Dear Edward, by Ann Napolitano.  The next book discussion 

probably won’t take place until February, and the book will be chosen at the December 2nd meeting. 

As a number of HCAA members had expressed interest in having more time to catch up with each other, a Zoom 

Happy Hour idea was discussed.  The group appeared to feel that this was a good idea, as well as the possibility of 

an online film discussion meeting, raised by Jeanne.  Other online options which have been done successfully 

elsewhere include a jewelry making class, and a ceramics painting class. 

Legislative Report:  Michael prepared a four-page report for the group, with assistance from Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, 

and which will be posted in full on the HCAA website.  Highlights from the report include the following . . .  

 Fair Tax Amendment proposal:  The proposal failed to pass on Election Day, with 55% of voters voting NO, 

and 45% voting YES.  This will create an estimated $1.3 billion gap in funds that the governor had hoped 



for, as well as a potential loss of $5 billion in federal COVID-19 relief funds that might not materialize.  

Although revenue has been $2.2 billion higher than had been projected, this leaves the state with a $3.9 

billion shortfall which may need to be addressed with a 6.5-15% cut in departments and services. 

 Redistricting:  The legislators serving in the 102nd General Assembly will play a role in the once-in-a-

decade process of drawing new boundaries for Congressional districts based on population shifts and 

census results. 

 Ballot Counting:  The IL State Board of Elections certifies the results from local elections on December 4th. 

 Leadership Changes:  The members of the 102nd General Assembly will officially elect the Speaker of the 

House, the President of the Senate, and the Minority Leader for each chamber.  A Senate Republican 

caucus has informally selected Senator Dan McConchie, while House Minority Leader Jim Durkin has 

secured a majority of the votes of his caucus.  Senate President Don Harmon is not expecting a challenge, 

however, there are a number of voices calling for Mike Madigan to resign his role as Speaker of the 

House, primarily due to an ongoing investigation (Madigan has not been charged with any crime), and his 

lack of leadership in promoting the Fair Tax Amendment proposal. 

 Failed Retention of Supreme Court Justice (Thomas Kilbride):  has not happened in the 65 years since 

Illinois adopted the retention process.  The process for filling this vacancy is not yet clear. 

SUAA Fall Meeting:  Linda reported that we have a new President, Pat Eckhardt.  The meeting was attended by 84 

delegates (via Zoom).  SUAA membership has dropped by 3.7% since last year, and the organization is asking each 

chapter to recruit 5 new members.  They’re considering the possibility of sending out letters to individuals who 

may retire in the next 5 years, with an invitation to join.  Due to COVID, and reduced activity and meeting 

expenses, the SUAA budget is in good shape, even with the decreased membership levels. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:14 pm. 

 

Next Meeting:  Monday, January 18th, 2021, 2:00 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Kathy Hanahan 


