
HCAA Annual Meeting with the President 

October 29, 2020 

Notes 

The meeting began at 3:00 pm.  President Linda Frank welcomed Dr. Proctor and the Executive Cabinet, as well 

as the many HCAA members in attendance (via Zoom). 

Dr. Proctor and the Executive Cabinet members shared a PowerPoint presentation, which included a number 

of updates from the past year.  Some of the highlights include the following . . .  

 Introduction of new Executive Cabinet members, including Dr. MaryAnn Janosik (Provost), and Rob 

Galick (Executive VP of Finance and Administrative Services) 

 Harper’s quick response to the COVID pandemic, including the safety measures taken, check-in calls to 

each and every student, data tracing and contact tracing on positive test results and suspected 

exposures, and the donation of PPE to partner hospitals and an area family center 

 Harper’s efforts to support students in need, including the Student Emergency Relief Fund, which 

assisted over 700 students with $500 each, and the CARES Act funds, which allowed 4400 students to 

receive $600 grants.  HCAA donated $1000 to the Student Emergency Relief fund, which was matched.  

Dr. Proctor expressed her appreciation of the gift. 

 The Promise Program  --- doing well, and currently has enough funds to support the high school 

graduating class of 2028.  The College is currently studying the sustainability of the program and 

looking at a variety of options for continuing it beyond that point. 

 The governor has released approximately $42 million for the Canning Center (Building A) capital 

project, and approximately $4 million for the Hospitality program.  This is in addition to the $180 

million from the Harper referendum that passed in 2018.  A master planning steering committee is 

already at work. 

 Online instruction going well, in general, although some students struggling with new format.  The 

college has not seen a significant increase in the number of withdrawals.  Plans to offer more 

synchronous online classes in the spring, which students seem to prefer.  Classes will be recorded. 

 Retirees wanting to help support Harper College and our students can consider the following volunteer 

opportunities . . . . 

*Provide practice/conversation opportunities for our ESL students 

               *Provide tutoring/guidance for Community Education (formerly Continuing Education) students 

               *Assist with reviewing scholarship applications 

Linda Frank thanked Dr. Proctor and her team for their informative presentation, and expressed appreciation 

to the HCAA membership for their attendance and continued support.  She encouraged the group to check out 

the updated HCAA website for news and events, and mentioned the emails that go out to our active 

membership via Mail Chimp with pertinent information and updates.   

 

The HCAA Board Meeting was called to order at 4:09 pm. 

Present:  Linda Frank, Michael Nejman, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, Diane Kinn, Jaci Carroll, Sharon Martin, Judi 

Zaplatynsky, Carole Bomba, Karen Johnstone, Russ Mills, Bonnie Henry, Bruce Bohrer, Kathy Hanahan 

Board Reports --- 



Secretary:  Kathy Hanahan shared info regarding meeting notes and highlights and how/where they are posted 

on the HCAA website for members to view.  She also shared the names of three new Members at Large:  Barb 

Anderson, Carole Bomba, and Karen Johnstone.  We appreciate their interest and service. 

Treasurer:  Sharon Martin provided information on our current financial situation.  One year ago, we had a 

balance of $6019.50.  Deposits during the past year totaled $1166.22, and expenses totaled $1382, bringing 

our current balance to $5803.72.  Our biggest expenses this year included the $1000 donation to the Student 

Emergency Relief Fund, as well as $267 for the website package upgrade. 

Membership:  Linda shared information on our current numbers, provided by Hazel Rilki.  We have 285 active 

members at this time; a year ago, we had 296.  It was noted that chapters across the state have seen a bit of a 

decline in membership during the past year.  Our chapter reaches out regularly to new retirees, providing 

information about HCAA and an invitation to join us. 

Social:  Jaci Carroll and Diane Kinn shared information about two upcoming social events.  On November 13th, 

at 11:00 am, several HCAA members plan to walk together at the Botanic Garden.  Also, an online book club 

will be starting on December 2nd at 2:30 pm, hosted by Linda Frank, and facilitated by Jaci Carroll.  The first 

book for the group will be Dear Edward, by Ann Napolitano.  Please let Jaci or Diane know if you are interested 

in either one of these opportunities.  Bruce Bohrer is working with the Foundation to provide a retirement 

planning seminar, perhaps in February.  More info to come. 

Legislative:  highlights from the Legislative report, provided by Michael Nejman, include the following . . . 

 The General Election is on November 3rd.  Early and mail-in voting numbers are way up. 

 COVID-19 has seriously impacted the Illinois state budget, as well as our educational system.  Most 

school-related activities are now virtual.  Back in January, Governor Pritzker had asked agency heads to 

draft plans for budgets with a 6.5% cut in mind, if the Fair Tax Amendment didn’t pass.  The statewide 

shutdown has made the overall financial situation far worse than it was at that time. 

 SUAA released a 2021 legislative platform at their fall meeting on October 28th, with a statement about 

the realities of the current financial situation.  Whether the Fair Tax Amendment passes or not, the 

State plans to borrow $5 billion from the Federal Reserve Bank to cover the reduced revenues due to 

COVID.  If the Amendment doesn’t pass, the State will have to revert to an “austerity budget” with 10-

15% cuts, which will have a major impact on education, healthcare, human services, and public safety.  

SUAA warns that should this be the case, the State will not be able to meet their repayment schedule, 

and projected asset losses in the SURS portfolio will further increase the unfunded liability.  We would 

then expect to see renewed calls for “pension reform,” and attacks on healthcare benefits.  SUAA’s 

stance is that the State has a revenue problem, not a pension debt problem. We will need to be 

vigilant in our efforts to protect full funding for our pensions and benefits. 

(The full Legislative report will be posted on the HCAA website). 

Webmaster:  Judi shared her screen with the group, and pointed out a number of updates and improvements 

to the site, including the Staying Connected, In Memoriam, Pre-Retirement Info, and other sections.  She 

encouraged everyone to forward information to be posted using the form provided in many areas of the site. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:30 pm 

Next Meeting:  Monday, November 16th, 2:00 pm 

 



Respectfully submitted: 

Kathy Hanahan 

 

 


