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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our state legislators have not met since early March, however 
the Illinois General Assembly is expected to return to work on Wednesday, May 20, with one 
priority to pass the constitutionally required 2021 state budget, as the current budget expires 
on June 30. The Associated Press reported, “(Passing the 2021 state budget will be) a difficult 
task given millions of dollars lost in sales and other taxes with high unemployment and business 
closings as a result of (the COVID-19 pandemic).” And, according to the Chicago Tribune 
Editorial Board, the “legislators conveniently missed the deadline to put constitutional 
amendments on the ballot that voters have long demanded.” The Chicago Tribune Editorial 
Board also said, “Having a one-party control of state government works to (Pritzker’s)political 
advantage” and it’s all but guaranteed that the Democrats’ agenda will be passed.  
 
As you may have read in the May 13 SUAA Mini Briefing, legislators will be returning to work 
provided they comply with the following requirements: 

• The House will meet in the Bank of Springfield Convention Center and the Senate will 

meet in the Senate Chamber at the Capitol.  

• This is considered a Special session due to the pandemic and necessary requirements to 

protect those who can participate.  

• Each member of the General Assembly, including designated staff, will need to have a 

COVID19 test before their participation. It must show as negative.  

• Members are asked to drive separately to Springfield. In addition, members should stay 

in separate hotel rooms rather than sharing their normal places of residence while in 

Springfield. Members are asked to leave their spouses and children at home.  

• Members who are at high health risks should consider not coming to Springfield.  

• The wearing of a facemask at all times is part of the protocol along with taking each 

person’s temperature upon entering the buildings, usage of sanitizing stations, and 

following social distancing recommendations.  

• Upon returning home, each member will need to seek another test for COVID-19 and/or 

self-quarantine for at least seven (7) days.  

• Lobbyists and other pertinent individuals will not have access to legislators in either 

building. All communication will need to be done via phone, e-mail or in writing.  

• The general public will be able to view the sessions by clicking on Illinois General 

Assembly, then look for Audio/Video under the Senate and the House headings.  

• This plan for the COVID-19 Special Session Plan involved the following groups working 

together: Office of the Architect of the Capitol; the Secretary of State’s Office; the 

Capitol Police; the Illinois State Police; both Democrat and Republican members of the 

House; and bipartisan legislative staff. 

 
 


