
HCAA Board Meeting Notes 7/23/2020 
 

Attendees: Linda F, Judi Z, Sharon, Linda KK, Russ M, Michael N, Jaci C, Patricia W., Jeanne L, Hazel R. 

Absent: Kathy H., Diane K., Bonnie H. 

Linda & Judi: Reviewed meeting guidelines 

Highlights from Last Meeting:  Linda shared the highlights from our May 21st meeting.  Membership 

numbers have dropped, primarily due to deaths and a number of members who have not renewed their 

dues.  Judi showed the group the Web site changes to date.  The group voted to donate $1000 to the 

Harper College Student Emergency Relief fund. 

Also --- we still need a Legislative committee chair, and a new President-Elect. 

Suggestion: try recruiting someone. Linda suggested we hint that it’s a way to give back. Interesting to 

do at this time due to Covid. 

Treasurer’s Report: Sharon reported that we started with a balance of $6,362.64.  With the $1000 

donation expense, and deposits of $155.06, our new balance is $5,517.70 

Social Report:  Jaci talked about the option of trying to set something up with Zoom, and thinks it might 

be difficult, especially if a larger group wants to attend.   It might be hard to hear everyone, might be 

chaotic?  Other possibilities ---  PBS?  Meet outside of Harper at tables?  Meet in Parking areas?  Palatine 

Park District? 

Jeanne feels that Zoom is the safest option.  We could have a specific topic such as Medicare. Perhaps 

we could have someone from Harper with an update.   Jaci suggested that a topic related to retirement 

might be of interest, such as things for seniors to do.   She will put out an email to gather ideas for 

topics. 

Membership Report: Hazel shared the June report from the state, which shows 281 active members, 

and 8 graced, for a total of 289.  The 8 are still within the grace period for paying their dues. 46 have 

lapsed, and 2 have dropped.  We need to ask state to put those who have passed on a deceased list, so 

that we have a more accurate picture of our situation.  Linda has created a template to use to send to 

new retirees to share information about HCAA.   Michael suggested that we may want to have Board 

members reach out personally to those who are in the grace period, or who have discontinued their 

membership.   Judi suggested that we share value of membership.  Some Harper employees retiring 

earlier due to Covid, we may be able to recruit them.  Hazel will contact Board members with ways in 

which they can help. 

Legislative report:  Michael shared that since our last meeting, the state has passed the 2021 budget of 

$42.8 billion, which is heavily reliant on federal assistance due to Covid-related lost revenues.  Should 

have balanced budget constitutionally, the current budget means a shortfall anywhere between $574 

million and $1.3 billion shortfall.  Some of this could be made up via the Fair Tax Amendment, if it 

passes. Pros: most won’t pay more. No negative impact on pensions.  Cons: some neighboring states 

have lower rates. Corporate rates would be higher.  See the 7/23/20 Legislative Report for more details. 



Covid Health regions were revised from 4 to 11, which means that those areas with lower rates of Covid 

infections could be allowed to open sooner. 

Deadline to request a mail-in ballot for the general election is October 29th. 

Fair Tax Amendment:  Linda shared that as a group, it is important to show no bias regarding the Fair 

Tax amendment.   We should provide both perspectives to allow members to make up their own minds.   

Pat reported that SUAA is trending toward supporting the Fair Tax Amendment.  Linda will look into 

putting the information on the home page. Due to early voting, we might consider holding a short Zoom 

meeting to provide members with pertinent info. 

SUAA Board of Directors Report:  Pat shared that the group has not met yet.  The next meeting will be 

August 4th.  We need a candidate for our region (this person does not have to be from our chapter).  

There is no compensation, and the hardest part is driving to Springfield when there are in-person 

meetings.  Currently, all meetings are via Zoom. 

Website:  Judi discussed the new pre-retirement pearls of wisdom section of the HCAA website. Topic 

suggestions for this section:   Jeanne suggested providing information on 72.5 RMD (Required Minimum 

Distribution), and will send related links.  Russ suggested information about the Windfall Elimination 

Provision (WEP).  Linda will send information out about this, if she can find it.  Jaci asked about Medicare 

portion being increased due to taking RMD, or increased income from other sources. Jeanne will send 

info. 

New Business:  Linda reported that Betty Hull is home from hospital, and sounds good.  She’s on the 

mend.  

Linda will reach out to Dr. Proctor for the annual update on the college. It’s important for our 

membership to be well informed, as retirees provide volunteers and funding to college, as part of our 

continued service to Harper.  The update is a way for us to get information on how we can help the 

college. 

Judi asked if we should we invite all members of HCAA to the next meeting?  General consensus was 

yes.  Jeanne suggested we include the agenda and invite all.  It might be a good way to recruit Board 

members. 

 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, September 10th, 10:00 am, via Zoom 

Meeting adjourned at 11:37 am. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Judi Zaplatynsky and Kathy Hanahan 

 

 


