
              Harper College Annuitants Association 

       Notes – April 26, 2018 

ATTENDEES:    Frances Brantley, Jaci Carroll, Steve Catlin, Linda Frank, Kathy Hanahan, Bonnie Henry,  

Betty Hull, Diane Kinn, Linda Kolbusz-Kosan, Judy Longmore, Sharon Martin, Susan Overland, Jeanne 

Pankanin, Hazel Rilki, Michael Nejman  

Before the meeting officially began, Michael presented a document outlining the structure and 

purpose of HCAA.  Since he is the new president and our chapter has several new members, he 

thought it would be purposeful to share this with the members. “He stressed that there are 

four questions we should keep in mind as we process through the meeting:  1) Who are we?  

2)Who do we serve? 3) How do we do it?  4) How do we know we are succeeding? By asking 

these questions, we can determine if we are in alignment with our goals and purpose.  Michael 

shared that we have three challenges to our membership:  safe-guarding our pensions and 

healthcare and shielding our retirement income from being taxed.  Michael stated we have a 

healthy and happy organization, and we don’t want to see our benefits diminished, so members 

need to be alert, step up and participate in our committees.” 

The meeting began at 10:13 am 

NOTES – The Notes from the March 29, 2018 meeting were tabled until the next meeting. 

TREASURER’S REPORT –  Sharon Martin presented the Treasurer’s Report.  There is a balance of 

$5,174.69. This does not include any yearly funds that we receive from Dr. Ender.  Michael will check 

with Roger in H.R. to see if we will continue to receive funding from the President. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Hazel reported that our membership currently is 298 members with an 

increase of 9 new members.  Hazel has been asked the question from a retiree that is in the Self 

Managed Pension Plan what joining the HCAA would do for him?  Discussion ensued regarding the 

benefits of staying connected with the college and college friends.  The group felt that in advertising the 

HCAA it should be stressed that one does NOT have to be retired to join.  Hazel is going to review the 

HCAA application and report back at the next meeting.  Betty Hull suggested that to inform more people 

about HCAA we could come up with a pin advertising our chapter. 

SUAA ANNUAL MEETING, JUNE 21 and JUNE 22 – Michael will be attending the SUAA Annual 

Meeting in Springfield and needs one other member to join him.  The meeting begins on Thursday, June 

21 at 11:45am and ends at noon on Friday, June 22.  Michael will be driving and guarantees to provide 

you with some “good music” and great conversation.  HCAA will pay for the registration and hotel 

expenses.  Our chapter receives 2 votes, but we need a second person to cast the 2nd vote.  Bonnie 

emphasized the importance of us being represented especially because of the nomination of a new 

SUAA president. 

SOCIAL REPORT –Jeanne was pleased to announce that Jaci Carroll would be taking over her 

duties/responsibilities as co-chair of Social Committee in a couple of months.  Michael thanked Jaci for 



stepping up and accepting this position.  Diane K. will remain in her co- position to assist Jaci. Michael 

questioned the overlapping of information and suggested the possibility of having a communication 

director who would coordinate information being sent to HCAA members.  He feels that our group 

needs to decide what we really want to present as organizing, advertising and following up on events is 

very time consuming.  

Jeanne expressed that seminars attract more people, but it is difficulty/frustration in getting seminars 

booked and then getting people to attend. We try to do 1-2 events per quarter and can spend up to 

$500 per event.  Jeanne reported that we no longer do the Fall Social because it’s always been the same 

people attending, which is usually us.  Michael thanked Jeanne for her outstanding work, her 

commitment and organizational skills. 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT –  Michael announced that Fredia Martin is leaving Harper on May 14th and that 

we will need to fill her position as chair of the Legislative Committee.  Michael reported how important 

this position is especially what is going on in the State of Illinois at this time. Linda just returned from a 

trip and has given a majority of her information to Fredia but wants to stress that this is an election year, 

and we need to stay on top of what is going on in Springfield.  When a chair for the Legislative 

Committee is determined, the committee will decide on a list of important topics, set goals and decide 

on whether they go out to visit both state and federal representatives and updating the representatives 

listing There would be a few meetings to get organized, but a lot of information can be accomplished 

through emails and phone calls.  

Michael and Linda expressed how important it is to call your representative when an Action Alert is sent 

out on a topic which is going to be voted on.  Phone calls, texts and emails to your representatives do 

make a difference. 

Linda announced that there is a luncheon on May 10, 2018 sponsored by the Northwest Suburban IEA -

Retired at the Cotillion in Palatine at 11:30am.  Let her know if you want to attend.  Sharon Martin 

agreed to attend. 

HARPER COLLEGE 50TH ANNIVERSARY RECAP – Michael reported that the celebration was a success 

even though the weather was not cooperating.  The general feeling was that people really enjoyed 

meeting up with retired friends and faculty members.   Food Service had a beautiful array of food and 

two outstanding cakes were on display.  Judy congratulated Michael on being a good leader and doing 

an outstanding job bringing the day together.  She felt that it was one of the best organized events that 

she has attended at Harper. 

In conclusion Sue Overland, who is recently retired, brought up the subject of being electronically cut off 

from the college on her last day of work.  She did not have email or intranet available to her which made 

it difficult to inform her students of her departure and follow up information.  Bonnie remembered 

when that decision was made and felt that it should be revisited. Michael will speak with Roger in H.R.  

regarding this procedure.  Sue Overland will also check with HR and look over the package of 

information given to retirees and report back at the next meeting. 

NEXT MEETING – June 28, 2018, 10:00 am, A-315 – Respectfully submitted, Judy Longmore 



 


